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Spiritualistisk kyrkohistoria: Mysteriet Katie King. Är 
detta det slutgiltiga beviset för "himlens" och 
"andevärldens" realitet? 

(jag har samlat forskningslitteratur om Katie King på bloggen 
”Om mysteriet Katie King. Samlad forskningslitteratur for 
detektiver”. Alla litteraturhänvisningar och citat nedan står att 
finna på denna blogg. Jag har försökt vara mycket noga med 
de källor vi har, citerande alla och hänvisande till citatens 
källor alltid när jag kan, helst helt tillbaka till gamla 
originalskrifter på Internet Archive) 

Är detta ett av de klaraste och mest övertygande gudsbevisen 
eller bevisen för "himlens" eller "andevärldens" realitet vi har 
fått i det moderna väst?: 

Den kände kemisten, fysikern och parapsykologen William 
Crookes' välkända undersökningar av det fysiska mediet 
Florence Cooks (bara 15 år gammal vid starten av 
undersökningarna!) seanser, där hon sägs ha producerat en 


ande "i kött och blod", fullt materiellt verklig (jag tror vi får 
besök av sådana ibland, jag har flera andra exempel på det (1)) 
vid namn Katie King, som Crookes omfamnade för att känna 
om hon var verklig, med gott resultat. För att verkligen få veta 
vad som skedde, skall man inte kolla på wikipediaartiklama 
om F. Cook och K. King (wikipedia är alltid notoriskt och 
systematiskt skeptiska mot sånt här), men låta Crookes själv 
ärligt och intimt berätta vad han upplevde. Det gör han bäst i 
två brev till en spiritualistisk tidskrift, som förekommer i hans 
bok "Researches into the phenomena of Spiritualism" från 
1874. Boken kan läsas gratis på Internet Archive. Det citerade 
avsnittet är från 102-107 i boken. Kapitlet som följer på de två 
breven, "The last of Katie King" på s. 108, är också intressant, 
det kan läsas här. I det kapitlet beskriver Crookes hur han 
lyckades fotografera Katie King med goda resultat. I 
wikipediaartikeln om Katie King kan man se en av dessa 
fotografier, det finns flera att se på andra sidor på nätet. 

Crookes undersökningar är från spiritualismens och 
parapsykologins glansdagar, då dessa ännu höll sig ganska 
seriösa, utan för mycket New Age-flum, utan istället hade en 
uppsjö av vetenskapsmän involverade i mer eller mindre 
vetenskapliga tester av medierna. 

Så vad säger skeptikerna, ty sådana finns det många av, som 
har avfärdat det hela som en bluff? De har vanligen två 
alternativa förklaringar av fenomenet. Det första är att Katie 
King i själva verket var Florence Cook själv, som klädde ut 
sig, som lämnade seansstolen och vandrade omkring på andra 
sidan draperiet. Men läser man primärvittnenas vittnesbörd, 
varav huvudsakligen tolv av de som bevittnade seanserna har 
publicerat sig om detta (som jag vet om efter efterforskningar): 

Sir William Crookes, den välkände författarinnan Florence 
Marryat, W.H. Harrison, redaktör för tidskriften "The 
Spiritualist", vars vittnesbörd är återgett i Epes Sargents bok 
”The proof palpable of immortality” (s. 104), och på s.50 i 
boken av samma förf., sedan fler vittnen: Mr. Thomas Blyton, 
"Secretary of the Dalston Association of Enquirers Into 
Spiritualism", vars vittnesbörd är återgett på s.52 i boken av 
Epes Sargent, den franske poeten, filosofen och dramatikern 
Eugene Nus (i en fransk bok, utdraget finns översatt i boken 
"Remarkable spirit manifestations" 1891 av William Crookes 
och Carl Gustaf Helleberg, s. 16-17), J.C.Luxmoore (2), 
J.M.Gully (3), Prince Emile of Sayn Wittgenstein (4), Dr. 
George Sexton (5), Henry Dunphy (6), Mr. George Henry 
Tapp (7) och Mr. Benjamin Coleman (8). 


När man går igenom dessa skriftliga vittnesmål ser man att stor 
möda har lagts ner på att motbevisa denna skeptikertes ovan, ja 
så stor möda att man baxnar. Läs t.ex. de tester med hjälp av 
elektriska anordningar som man gjorde på en seans, beskriven 
här. Alla tester bekräftade fenomenets äkthet. Men det som 
väger mest för mig, är de talrika vittnesbörden på att man sett 
Katie King och Florence Cook tillsammans, båda sedda på 
samma gång. Se bevis på detta särskilt i William Crookes' två 
korta brev som anförts ovan. Det sägs om Crookes: "..he 
further testified to Miss Cook's perfect honesty, truthfulness, 
and willingness to submit to the severest tests that he could 
approve of." (från boken "The proof palpable of immortality", 
kap.8, s.100, av Epes Sargent) 

Vad är den andra förklaringen skeptikerna kommer med? Jo, 
att Florence Cook skulle ha haft en medbrottsling, en 
medhjälpare, som hon smugglat in i seansrummet och som 
spelade Katie King. Denna tes lades det ingen möda på att 
motbevisa från William Crookes sida, eftersom den tydligen 
var och är så uppenbart absurd. Det talas lite om den i 
litteraturen. Varför? Jo, det absurda ligger i tron att William 
Crookes och hans medhjälpare inte skulle ha gjort de mest 
basala och grundläggande granskningarna som krävdes för att 
röja undan misstankar om bedrägeri, dvs. att försäkra sig om 
att ingen annan än de inbjudna kom in i seanslokalen. Jag 
menar, alla upptänkliga tester gjordes (ja, återigen en gång 
säger Epes Sargent i sistnämnda text, för att vara tydlig: "Every 
test he (Crookes) proposed she (Florence) readily submitted 
to.", s. 109, här), så varför tror man att Sir William Crookes, en 
av världens mest kända och seriösa vetenskapsmän på sin tid, 
inte ens granskade seanslokalen och försäkrade sig om att 
ingen oinbjuden kom in i den? Jag menar, om han och hans 
medhjälpare, en elektriker, gjorde tester med hjälp av 
elektriska anordningar? Det är så absurt, att något sådant vore 
mer mirakulöst än själva miraklet som ligger i Katie Kings 
äkthet (det finns nämligen goda skäl att tro att "himlen" och 
"andevärlden" finns). Jag menar, de höll på med tester i tre 
långa år, fyrtio långa seanser sammanlagt, och stundom var 
Florence Cook hela veckor på besök hos Crookes' familj, i 
sträck, särskilt under de sex senaste månaderna av den tid 
seanserna pågick. Crookes skriver i detta kapitel i sin bok 
"Researches in the phenomena of Spiritualism" (1874) 
följande: 

" Indeed, I do not believe she could carry on a deception ifshe 
were to try, and ifshe did she xvould certainly bofound out 
very quickly, for such a line ofaction is altogether foreign to 
her nature. And to imagine that an innocent school-girl of 
fifteen should be able to conceive and then successfully carry 


out for three years so gigantic an imposture as this, and in that 
time should submit to any test which might be imposed upon 
her, should bear the strictest scrutiny, should be willing to be 
searched at any time, either before or after a seance, and 
should meet with even better success in my own house than at 
that of her parents, knowing that she visited me with the 
express object of submitting to strict scientific tests, — to 
imagine, I say, the Katie King of the last three years to be the 
result of imposture does more violence to one's reason and 
common sense than to believe her to be what she herself 
ajfirms ." 

Och vad var Crookes' forskningsvillkor? Faktum är att det var 
han som var chefen, inte Florence Cook, och han var närmast 
besatt av att ta reda på om fenomenet var äkta, och besatt av att 
göra testerna vetenskapligt trovärdiga. Han säger på ett ställe 
om testerna: "It must be at my own house, and my own 
selection offriends and spectators, under my own conditions, 
and I may do whatever I like as regards apparatus." (ur 
Arthur Conan Doyles bok "The history of Spiritualism" 1926: 
volym 1, s. 180). Det samma framkommer också i det längre 
citatet nyss ovan. William Crookes fick faktiskt lov att 
undersöka rummet, så att ingen kunde gömma sig i något 
draperi eller under soffan eller sängen, och att anta att han inte 
gjorde sådana ting, är så absurt att Crookes inte har funnit det 
mödan värt att försvara sig mot sådana anklagelser (9), under 
en hel livstid efter Cooks seanser, trots att han höll fast vid sin 
tro på Katie Kings äkthet ända till sin död 1919, nästan femtio 
år senare. 

Det ända realistiska stället jag kan komma på var man skulle 
kunna gömma sig i en sådan seanslokal, under sådana 
omständigheter som rådde i Crookes seanslokal, är att vika in 
sig i ett draperi (det tar för lång tid och bullrar för mycket att 
krypa under soffa eller säng, Crookes skriver att Katie King 
försvann vanligen omedelbart när han kom in i 
seanskabinettet). Men det är ju det första stället man 
undersöker!. Mr. Luxmore, en seansdeltagare, skriver om en 
seans med Cook och Katie King i sitt eget hem (eller var det 
hos William Crookes, jag är inte helt säker): ”1 carefully 
examined every part of the cabinet while Miss Cook was being 
searched by Mrs. and Miss Corner. Nothing could possibly 
have been concealed there without my discovering it (från 
boken "The proof palpable of immortality", kap.8, s. 99, av 
Epes Sargent). Om Katie Kings vita dräkt skriver Epes 
Sargent: " Whence came this white drapery? As we proceed in 
our narrative, it will be seen that Mr. Crookes satisfied himself 
thoroughly that it could not have been brought into his house 



and lised by the Medium, (från boken "The proof palpable of 
immortality", kap.8, s. 102)" 

Så, vad hade måstat hända om Cook hade en medbrottsling? 

Jo, hon måste då ha lyckats gömma sig i Crookes hus en hel 
vecka ibland (ty Cook var stundom i en hel vecka på besök hos 
Crookes, under det att seanser hölls), troligen utan mat och 
utan dryck, och faktum är att det är närmast livsfarligt att vara 
en vecka helt utan att dricka (ok, jag medger att hon kan ha 
släpat med sig en massa mat och dryck i en ryggsäck. Men sju 
dagar i total isolering är mycket tungt ändå. Och ryggsäcken 
gör det ännu lättare att upptäcka medbrottslingen). Inte bara 
det, utan medbrottsligen måste också ha kunnat smita 
obemärkt in och ut ur huset (antagligen en villa), ja inte bara 
det, utan kunnat smita obemärkt in och ut ur seansrummet. 

Och detta i hela fyrtio seanser hos Crookes utspridda över tre 
långa år! Gimme a break. William Crookes skriver i artikeln 
"The last of Katie King" följande: 

"1 prepare and arrange my library myselfas the dark cabinet, 
and usually, after Miss Cook has been dining and conversing 
with us, and scarcely out of our sightfor a minute, she walks 
direct into the cabinet, and I, at her request, lock its second 
door, and keep possession of the key all through the seance 

Det borde "settle the argument", avgöra frågan, en gång för 
alla. 

Vad mer måste till? Jo, eftersom Katie King stundom liknade 
mycket på Florence Cook (det förklaras av att apparitionen tog 
sin kraft från mediet, som alltid låg i trance medan Katie King 
framträdde. Men det sades också att ibland liknade inte Katie 
King alls på Florence ["tliey were totally dijferent "], vem var 
hon då om det var ett bedrag?), måste medbrottsligen ha varit 
ingen annan än Florences egen syster! Hon hade två sådana, 
och båda var kända medier. Men Crookes' familj och F. Cooks 
familj kände varann väl! Faktum är att de första seanserna med 
F.Cook där Katie King uppenbarade sig, hölls i Florence 
Cooks eget föräldrahem! Med föräldrarna närvarande som 
vittnen på seansen! Och Florences föräldrar och familj var med 
på en del (många?) seanser med Florence och Katie King i 
William Crookes' hem! Tror ni verkligen att det inte hade 
avslöjats om Katie King hade varit Florences syster, under 
dessa seanser? Att anta något sånt är absurt. Dessutom var det 
här aldrig någon fråga bland skeptikerna. Aldrig något som 
William Crookes behövde bevisa. Han gjorde bara tester 
utifrån det som skeptikerna anklagade honom och Cook för. 
Självklart hade skeptikerna anklagat Florence för att uppvisa 


sin syster som Katie King om detta hade varit bara en avlägsen 
möjlighet. 

Men det som avgör hela saken en gång för alla, är de 
primärvittnen från dessa seanser, som bevittnat s.k. 
"övernaturliga" ting med Katie King. William Crookes tyckte 
hon var alldeles underbar, närmast som en ängel, med en 
väldig charm och ljuvlighet, och skriver således om detta i 
artikeln "The last of Katie King": 

"Butphotography is as inadequate to depict the perfect beauty 
of Katie's face, as words are powerless to describe her charms 
ofmanner. Photography may, indeed, give a map of her 
countenance; but how can it reproduce the brilliantpurity of 
her complexion, or the ever-varying expression of her most 
mobile features, now overshadowed with sadness when 
relating some of the bitter experiences ofherpast life, now 
smiling with all the innocence ofhappy girlhood when she had 
collected my children round her, and was amusing them by 
recounting anecdotes of her 
adventures in India? 

” Round her she made an atmosphere of life; 

The very air seemed lighter from her eyes, 

They were so soft and beautiful, and rife 
With all we can imagine of the skies; 

Her overpowering presence make youfeel 
It would not be be idolatry to kneel. 

(dikten är från "Don Juan" av den engelske romantiske poeten 
Lord Byron. Min anm.) 

Jag skall nu anföra några flera vittnesmål om Katie Kings 
överjordiska skönhet, från flera vittnen: 

Epes Sargent skriver: "The exceeding whiteness of the drapery 
with which Katie came clothed was always noticeable; 
remindin g the Scriptural reader of that passage in Mark: "His 
raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow, so as no 
fuller on earth can white them. "(från boken "The proof 
palpable of immortality", kap.8, s. 102) 

Exceeding betyder "övermåttan" på svenska. Hennes skrud 
hade alltså en övermåttan vithet. Ja, Katie King var helt enkelt 
som en ängel utan vingar. 

Prins Emile of Sayn Wittgenstein, skrev att Katie i 
verkligheten var "a thousand times more lovely than her 
photograph” (se Epes Sargents bok, s.59). Och vidare: "7 had 


before me a young lady ofan ideal beauty, supple, elegant, 
and clad in most graceful drapery, with chestnut locks visible 
through her white veil. Her robe, trailing like that ofan 
antique statue, entirely covered her nakedfeet. Her arms, of 
surpassing beauty, delicate, white, were visible to the 
shoulders. Their attachment to the body wasfinely statuesque ; 
and the hands, a little large, had long, tapering fingers, rosy to 
the ends." Och vidare längre fram: "And, to conclude, there 
was in this apparition the grace ofa Psyche descended from 
her pedestal.” 

J.M.Guppy vittnar också hänförd: " ...whilst over her head and 
face a beautifully transparent veilfell, giving to the whole 
figure an appearance of grace and purity which is not easily 
conveyed by words." (i Epes Sargents bok, s.62 ) 

Florence Cook beskrev Katie Kings ansiktes utseende under en 
seans "as looking white and deathlike, while her eyes were 
fixed and staring, as ifmade of glass" (i Epes Sargents bok, s. 
50). 

Det står vidare i Epes Sargents bok att "Miss Cook, who as yet 
had not been entranced by the spirit, said that the spirit's 
(Katie's) head and shoulders were materialized; but below, her 
form melted into thin air. Katie would be sometimes high up 
and sometimes low down, so that the bust nearly touched the 
floor, in which position she looked "most unearthly." It 
sometimes appeared as ifa head were "wandering about with 
no legs or body, visible or invisible ." (s. 51) 

Samma text på s. 50 har ett vittnesmål om att Katie King själv 
"knew she looked most unearthly". 

Bl.a. Florence Marryat (ett av allt att döma trovärdigt vittne) 
fick bevittna hur Katie King dematerialiserades, mirakulöst, 
det är beskrivet av henne i Arthur Conan Doyles bok "A 
history of Spiritualism", Vol.l, från 1926, s. 247-249. 

Eugene Nus, bl.a. (Florence Marryat beskriver också något 
liknande), fick bevittna hur Katie King klippte tygbitar ur sin 
dräkt och gav åt seancedeltagama, och hur hon sedan lappade 
hålen genom att klappa på tyget. Tyget blev helt återställt av 
klappningarna. Så gör bara "andar". Nus beskriver det i ett citat 
ut en av hans böcker, återgivet i "Remarkable spirit 
manifestations" 1891 av William Crookes och Carl Gustaf 
Helleberg, s. 16-17. 

William Crookes skriver också i brevet "Spirit Forms" om 
hans son, som också skulle kunna räknas som primärvittne (då 


har vi minst fyra primärvittnen med vittnesmål, nämnda i skrift 
(10), dock har inte den fjärde skrivit något själv som jag kan 
hitta, hans vittnesmål återberättas av William Crookes): 

"My eldest son, a lad offourteen, who was sitting opposite me, 
in such a position that lie could see behind the curtain, tells me 
he distinctly saw the phosphorus lamp apparently floating 
about in space over Miss Cook, illuminating her as she lay 
motionless on the sofa, but he could not see anyone holding the 
lamp. ” 

Och till sist har vi det överväldigande beviset från händelsen 
då Katie King skulle ta farväl av alla seansdeltagarna och från 
Florence Cook, för att aldrig mera komma tillbaka till den 
fysiska världen, något som fick Florence Cook att gråta (11) (i 
artikeln om Florence Cook i An Encyclopaedia ofPsychic 
Science (1934), skriver Nandor Fodor om det mot slutet). Man 
får en känsla av att detta inte är teater (Florence var inte tränad 
i skådespeleri), något det hade varit om Katie King hade varit 
en medbrottsling. 

Vad blir min konklusion? Jo, att vi har så mycket 
forskningsmaterial (bl.a. sjutton primärvittnen i skrift, varav 
femton skrivit ner sitt vittnesbörd själv!) kring dessa seancer 
med Cook, att om någonsin "andevärlden" visade sig klart och 
tydligt i modern tid i Europa, så var det här. Men till syvende 
och sist står och faller det med vittnenas trovärdighet, ty vi har 
bara deras texter att tillgå, inga laboratorieexperiment som vi 
kan återupprepa. Och jag får ett intryck av Crookes' 
intellektuella hederlighet av allt jag läser. Och likaså är 
Florence Marryat, Eugene Nus och flera av de andra 
intellektuella, kända personer, som man har svårt att tro att de 
ljuger medvetet i sina skrifter, det skulle inte ha tjänat dem. 

Allt detta, plus att det hela blir absurt om vi skall föreställa oss 
hur det antagna bedrägeriet gick till, signalerar åt mig att här 
har en Uppenbarelse skett. 

Vi har ett känt materialisationsmedium idag också, den 
nulevande David Thompson, som mediet Camilla Elfving (f.d. 
Camilla Persson) har skrivit om i flera böcker. Om han är äkta 
(han har inte blivit fast för bedrägeri ännu), kan det bekräfta 
Florence Cooks äkthet. Helen Duncan (1897-1956) är ett annat 
tidigare känt materialisationsmedium med trovärdighet. Att 
änglar i kött och blod när allt kommer omkring verkat ha visat 
sig på jorden, är också ett indicium på att Cooks materialisa- 
tion kan vara äkta, om dessa andra besök verkligen har skett, 
vilket man kan försöka bedöma (se mitt gudsbevis nr. 20 i (1) 
nedan). 



Hade Napoleon eller drottning Victoria visat sig genom 
Florence Cook, i kött och blod, hade jag varit mer skeptisk än 
jag är till att en fullkomligt okänd brittisk kvinna från 1600- 
talet visar sig på en brittisk seans. Katie King sade dock att 
hennes far var en relativt känd pirat, Sir Henry Morgan, och att 
hennes rätta namn från jordelivet var Annie Owens Morgan. 
Hennes far Henry Morgan hade visat sig på andra seanser på 
1800-talet i form av "John King". Katies uppgifter om sitt liv 
på jorden, av vilka vissa finns här (s.63), verkar realistiska. 

Det "avslöjande" av Cook som den skeptiska litteraturen har 
påstått tog plats, har blivit utförligt diskuterat och utförligt 
vederlagt i den litteratur jag har på min Katie King-blogg, t.ex. 
i ovannämnda artikel om Cook av Nandor Fodor och texten av 
Florence Marryat som Arthur Conan Doyle citerar i artikeln 
”Independent Testimony as to the Mediumship of Florence 
Cook” 

Det är också värt att nämna att Katie Kings apparition, under 
de första seanserna där hon framträdde, började mycket 
fumligt, dåliga apparitioner av ibland bara enstaka kroppsdelar 
(ja, först bara en mask!), men att hennes apparition med tiden 
blev alltmera hel och full och vacker. Det talar också sitt 
tydliga språk. Det finns en hel historia här. Bedrägerier börjar 
inte så. Vittnesbörd om denna successiva historia finns bl.a. 
hos läkaren J.M.Gully (se Epes Sargents bok på s. 54). 

Är fenomenet äkta, bestyrker det också min tes som jag 
framfört tidigare på mina bloggar, att "andevärlden" är 
materiellt fullt verklig (ingen okroppslig svävande existens), 
om ock en "andematerieU" verklighet. Det hela motsäger inte 
heller min tes att "andevärlden" finns och opererar med basen i 
mikrolivet, som vår makrovärlds mikro-motpol. Katie King 
bestod av atomer, himmelska atomer, men hur, är en stor gåta. 
De tygstycken som hon klippte ur sin dräkt för att ge till 
seansdeltagarna, upplöstes också efter en tid. Hennes hår, som 
hon också klippte stycken av och gav till seansdeltagare, sägs 
dock ha funnits kvar. Hennes hår återställdes genast efter att 
hon klippt bitar av det för att ge bort. 

Noter: 

(1) Se mitt gudsbevis nr. 20, i min skrift ”Systematisk teologi” 
om de änglar i kött och blod som Hjalmar Ekström och Sadhu 
Sundar Singh såg, i min lista över gudsbevis. 


(2) En beskrivning av några seanser hos Crookes i början av 
1873, av Mr. J.C.Luxmoore, finns i tidskriften "The London 
Spiritualist" 15 maj 1873 

(3) Dr. J. M. Gully, "formerly of Great Malvern, England, a 
thoroughly experienced physician and a careful investigator ", 
skriver i Epes Sargents bok en text, på s. 54, och en text på s. 
62-63 till Epes Sargent 20 juli 1874 

(4) I Epes Sargents bok, s. 59-60 

(5) I Epes Sargents bok, s. 60-61. George Sexton var 1875 och 
1876 redaktör för den spiritualistiske tidskriften "The Spiritual 
Magazine", och det står om honom på denna tidskrifts nätsida 
att han var "afree thinker and atheist, wlio was converted to 
spiritualism and then abandoned it "because ofits anti- 
Christian character" 

(6) I Epes Sargents bok, s. 64-65. Dunphy, "a barrister and 
writer" och "a wellknown man of letters" från "The Morning 
Post", sägs ha bevittnat när Katie King dematerialiserades inför 
publiken när den ökända scenen med seansdeltagaren Mr. 
Volkmann tog plats i december 1873, då Volkmann tog tag i 
Katie King för att se om Florence Cook lurades, vilket ledde 
till en strid där två andra hindrade Volkmann med våld, och 
denne förlorade en del av sitt skägg i kampen. Uppgiften om 
detta finns i mellersta texten på en stor sida om Florence Cook 
på hemsidan ”Psychictruth.info”. Såhär skriver man på 
nämnda sida: 

"In December 1873, Volckmann (who later married the 
medium, Mrs Guppy, who was extremely jealous of Florence's 
success), was present at a seance and attempted to seize Katie 
King. Two other sitters took hold of him (in the course of 
which, he lost part of his beard) and prevented a ny serious 
damage occurring. Dunphy, a barrister and writer, witnessed 
the event and said that Katie partly dematerialized during the 
escapade. On examining Florence, she was still secure with 
tape and a seal, as at the beginning of the seance ." 

(7) I Epes Sargents bok, s. 65-66, George Henry Tapp var 
medlem i "The Dalston Association of Inquirers". 

(8) I Epes Sargents bok, s. 56-58. Coleman har kallats "The 
Father of English Spiritualists", och har skrivit verket 
"Spiritualism in America" 1861. 


(9) Crookes skriver om en typisk seans: "The seance was held 
at the house ofMr. Luxmore, and the "cabinet" was a back 


drawing room, separated from the front room in which the 
company sat by a curtain. The usual formality of searching the 
room and examining the fastenings having been gone through, 
Miss Cook entered the cabinet." (i brevet "Florence Cooks 
mediumship" i boken “Researches into the phenomena of 
Spiritualism" från 1874) 

(10) Egentligen har jag hittills hittat femton primärvittnen, 
nämnda i skrift, dock är tre i andrahand, Crookes' son och de 
två sista jag nämner här har inte skrivit något själv: 

Vittne nr. 14: Mediet själv, Florence Cook, bevittnade 
också materialisationen många gånger, och hennes vittnesmål 
är anfört i skrift på flera ställen, t.ex. i Epes Sargents bok på 
s.43-67. 

Vittne nr. 15: det berättas om en Aksakoff, en rysk 
aristokrat, som bevittnade följande sak i Florence Cooks 
seanser: "An example of the many testimonies given 
concerning Florence Cook’s mediumship is that of Aksakoff, a 
Russian aristocrat; he reported how, when attending a seance, 
the Medium was bound 'with twined tape and sealed knots', 
and her hands were brought behind her back and these were 
also bound. Then, a lengthy piece of tape wasfixed to her that 
was brought outside from where she was sitting: this would 
indicate any movement by her. After a short period, and light 
from a lamp being present, they saw 'a human figure standing 
upright... it was completely clad in white...That was Katie...All 
the time the sitting lasted Katie chattered away with the 
sitters'. Katie asked whether there were any questions and 
Aksakoff asked to see Florence; Katie invited him to where 
Florence sat and on not being able to see her adequately was 
told by Katie to use the lamp. Fle did so and there was 
Florence, 'in a deep trance... sitting on a chair, with both her 
hands bound fast behind her back'" (från mellersta texten på 
en stor sida om Florence Cook på hemsidan 
”Psychictruth.info”.) 

(11) "She (Katie King, min anm.) then appeared tired, and said 
reluctantly that she must go, as the power was failing, and 
bade farewell in the most affectionate way. The sitters all 
wished her God speed, and thanked her for the wonderful 
manifestations she had given. Looking once more earnestly at 
her friends she let the curtain fall and she was seen no more. 
She was heard to wake up the Medium, who tearfully entreated 
her to stay a little longer, but Katie said, 'My dear, I can 't. My 
work is done. God bless you,' and we heard the sound of her 
parting kiss. The Medium then came out among us, looking 


much exhausted and deeply troubled." (från boken "The proof 
palpable of immortality", kap.8, s. 105, av Epes Sargent) 


P.S.: Epes Sargent (1813-1880), redaktör, poet och dramatiker, 
är en viktig (och kanske den mest omfattande) källa i dessa 
texter om Katie King. Är han tillförlitlig? Han var en 
respekterad intellektuell på sin tid, och den franska 
wikipediaartikeln om honom kan läsas på nätet. Hans bok om 
andematerialisationer, "The proof palpable of immortality" 
publicerades bara ett år efter att seanserna med Katie King och 
Florence Cook tog slut i maj 1874. Det att hans bok kom ut så 
snart efter, i 1875, bådar gott för dess trovärdighet, 
händelserna var ännu i färskt minne och vittnen fanns det gott 
om med starka, färska minnen. Alla citat av Sargent i min 
artikel kommer från denna samma bok. 



Utdrag ur Epes Sargents bok ”The proof palpable of 
immortality, being an account of the materialization 
phenomena of modern spiritualism”, s. 32-45: 

CHAPTER III. 

In the year 1871 the materializations of spirit-forms at the 
house of Mr. Keeler, in Moravia, N. Y., began to attract pub- 
lic attention. The medium, Mrs. Mary Andrews, was of 
Irish parentage, and lived for some time as a domestic in Mr. 
Keeler's family. She was described (Dec, 1871) as "a well- 
formed, comely married woman between twenty-five and 
thirty years old, and the mother of three little girls.'' 

Mr. Thomas R. Hazard, of Rhode Island, has given, in 
his "Eleven Days in Moravia," a clear account of the char- 
acter of the phenomena. Mr. Hazard— who must now have 
numbered his three-score and ten years— is well known to me 
personally as one of the most diligent and careful investiga- 
tors of the facts of Spiritualism. A man of culture and of 
leisure, a wholly independent witness, his testimony is enti- 
tled to the greatest respect. He is a brother of Rowland G. 
Hazard, distinguished among metaphysical writers for his 
volume entitled "Freedom of Mind in Willing." 

The manifestations at Moravia used to commence with a 
"dark circle/' at which questions would be answered by 
spirit-lights, three appearing as an affirmative. Then the 
keys of the piano would be struck, water would be sprinkled 
in the faces of the sitters, and stars, or lights, would appear 
in various parts of the room, and sometimes engage in play- 
ful exhibitions, as if mingling in a dance. Spirit-voices 
would join in the singing. The heads and persons of sitters 
would be patted by spirit-hands, and often spirits would man¬ 
ifest themselves to the sitters by speaking audibly, or in dis- 
tinct whispers, and sometimes at considerable length. A 
spirit- voice would at last call for a light, and the dark seance 
would close. 

The medium would then take her seat in a cabinet some 
ten feet by four or five in size, and having an aperture of 
about twelve by thirteen inches, screened by a piece of black 
broadcloth some fourteen inches square. The cloth was fas- 
tened at the top only, on the inside of the aperture, so as to 
admit or exclude the light, and the spirits in attendance 
would raise or drop it at their pleasure. The room where 
the spectators sat would be partially lighted by a kerosene 
lamp, so adjusted as to reflect on the aperture. 


After singing, in which spirit-voices would sometimes join, 
faces, busts, arms and hands would appear, the faces being 
visible, and even the motion of the lips in speaking being 
plainly discernible. Frequently these faces would be readily 
recognized by some one or more of the spectators as repre¬ 
sentations of departed friends ; and the voices would be some¬ 
times so characteristic as to afford a sufficient test of identity. 

Mr. Hazard describes the apparent efforts made by his de- 
ceased wife to manifest her presence at Moravia. For sever- 
al years previous he had been promised, through various me¬ 
diums, that, before he joined her in spirit-life, she would be 
able not only to show herself, but to converse with him as 
plainly as she ever did whilst on earth. Through two medi¬ 
ums she had expressed her intention of manifesting herself at 
Moravia. 

On the 14th and 21st of December, 1871, a message, pur- 
porting to be from Theodore Parker, in regard to these mani¬ 
festations, came through Mrs. Staats, of New York, in which 
the following extraordinary passage occurs : " As these mani¬ 
festations increase, they will spread everywhere, and the re- 
sult will be spirits talking face to face with man. I see great 
advancement and earnest investigation everywhere. One 
thing is certain : nothing else can make man a law to himself 
and a light to others, and there is but one thing to look for 
progress in, namely, individual reform— learning to think and 
act for one's self." 

The prediction, italicized above, was soon singularly veri- 
fied, in the case of the spirit "Katie King" in Fondon. 

On one occasion an accompanying spirit described Mr. Haz- 
ard's wife as "standing back, partly because she could not 
attain the proper conditions and partly to give place to other 
spirits who were anxious to manifest themselves to their 
friends." Several times she would throw her arms at full 
length, with hands clasped, out of the aperture. The exhibi- 
tion was perfectly life-like and natural. 

Another day, when Mr. Hazard asked if she still meant to 
make another effort to show her face, in reply an arm was 
thrown upward some twelve or fifteen inches above the top of 
the aperture, in the full light, while she made lively raps on 
the partition with her fingers. 

At length, on one of the last days of his stay at Moravia, 
he saw a face gradually developing, or approaching the aper¬ 


ture, that he soon recognized " unmistakably " as that of his 
wife. She seemed highly gratified, and so expressed herself. 

At first she wore spectacles. Then the face disappeared, 
but quickly returned without the spectacles, and " looking as 
natural as in earth-life." 

Upon this Mr. Hazard said : " It is enough, Fanny. I want 
no more ; I am now fully satisfied at which she thrust her 
face partly out of the aperture, and said, in a clear, loud 
whisper, " We have tried hard, Thomas, to make myself plain 
to you, and I thank God that we have succeeded." 

The figure was within six feet of where Mr. Hazard sat, 
and he saw her lips move as distinctly and naturally whilst 
she was speaking as he ever saw them in earth-life. Over- 
come with joyful emotion he said, "Kiss me, darling!" 
whereupon her hand was twice raised to her lips as she threw 
him two kisses. 

" It may be imagined," says Mr. Hazard, " what my emo¬ 
tions were, just as the last moment of my last seance was 
about to expire, to see my wife's face suddenly presented be¬ 
fore me, as plain and distinct as I ever saw it in our own 
house— not as it looked in the last weary hours of life, nor 
even yet as it was in less mature years, when the color had 
partially faded from her cheeks, but in the full bloom of 
health, and all the glorious beauty that so pre-eminently dis¬ 
tinguished her early womanhood. Before this crowning 
proof, my experiences had banished all doubts from my mind 
as regards a future State of existence ; but now, even belief 
that had passed into knowledge, was doubly confirmed. I had 
at last obtained all I sought for. I had looked upon the re-incar- 
nated spirit-face of a loved one, the identity of whose features 
I am not only willing to affirm to, under the pains and penal- 
ties of perjury, before any assemblage of mortals or tribunal 
on earth, but, if need be, swear to it, on peril of my salva- 
tion, before the assembled hosts of heaven and the judgment 
seat of God." 

In a letter, dated 1873, Mr. Hazard writes : 

" For the last seventeen years I have been an investigator 
of the alleged spirit phenomena ; during which time my 
leisure, as well as my inclination, has prompted me to hold 
converse, through the agency of many scores of those sensi¬ 
tive and peculiarly organized persons called 'spirit mediums,' 
with what I deem" to be spirits of the so-called dead ; and of 
the many hundreds or thousands with whom I have in this 
way communicated, all that have referred to the subject alike 


testify that there is a spiritual form involved in every human 
body," and that this form not only retains its natural life and 
Identity on passing to the higher life, but is clothed in vesture 
more or less resplendent and beautiful, or otherwise, in ac- 
cordance with its moral attainments or degrees of innocence 
or guilt, that attached to it at the period it passed from earth, 
or which it has since acquired in spirit-life. 

"With like unanimity returning spirits allege that under 
mediumistic conditions they have, with the aid of some occult 
alchemy unexplainable to 'material senses, the power to ex- 
tract elements from their surroundings, wherewith they are 
enabled to present themselves in an exact resemblance to their 
earth body, together with its clothing and peculiarities, and 
thus enable their earth friends to identify them, and, in many 
instances, respond to their loving advances more readily than 
they otherwise would. Absurd as this seems to some, and 
once seemed to me, of the fact 1 have now no doubt; nor, with 
the many and varied experiences I have had, can I believe 
that anything will ever shake my belief and acceptance 
of it." 

Mr. F. A. Bigelow, of Boston, an investigator who shrinks 
from no trouble in verifying a fact, and whose candor is be- 
yond a question, was at Moravia, October 20th, 1871; and he 
relätes the following as a part of his experiences there : 

"As the circle was small, we were within eight feet of the 
opening, so that everything was visible. Very soon two deli- 
cate female hands, closed and then opened, as if in benedic- 
tion, appeared at the window before us ; a lace was next seen, 
but indistinctly. When asked whose friend it was, a finger 
seemed to point to a lady at my left, and then move toward 
me. I inquired if I were the one indicated, whereupon the 
whole hand was shown and shaken, as if for joy. I then 
requested the lace to come more, into the light. It did so, but 
not far enough to enable me to distinguish it clearly. 1 then 
said,' Please present yourself fully in the aperture,' when I 
most plainly saw a man's face, with gray whiskers, gold spec¬ 
tacles and bald head, I recognized it beyond question as that 
of my father-in-law, the late Otis Tufts, of this city, and so 
remarked aloud. It bowed as if to give assent, and disap¬ 
peared. I endeavored to recall it, that it might speak to me, 
but without avail. . . . No one present knew my name or 
address till after the close of the seance." 

Mr. Isaac Kelso, of Alton, 111., writes to the St. Fouis Dem- 
ocrat, (January, 1873,) as follows : 



"I saw many stränge faces at the aperture— some days from 
ten to fifteen or twenty— the most of whom were recognized 
by some one or more present in the circle. At length two of 
my sisters succeeded in materializing themselves, and appear- 
ed side by side at the aperture. The recognition was un- 
doubted, my sister at my side recognizing them at the same 
moment I did; and strangers present remarking upon the 
family resemblance. But the certainty was made doubly 
certain when the apparitions mentioned incidents in their 
earth-life and ours which we readily and vividly remem- 
bered. 

" A few days subsequent, our mother appeared, threw open 
the door of the cabinet, and showed herself to us from head to 
foot. 

"Six times during the three weeks an old acquaintance, who 
died a materialist, appeared to me, looked and talked 
naturally ; referred repeatedly to his materialistic notions, 

*and how unhappy they made him ; said much about his pres¬ 
ent condition, and its advantages over the former; tried to 
give me an idea of spirit-life, the pursuits, pleasures and 
amusements of spirits, as well as their institutions for doing 
good, educating the ignorant, and lifting higher the low and 
debased. 

" A few days before I left the place a gentleman came there, 
bring in g with him two little girls— his own daughters — the 
elder perhaps eight years old, the younger about six. Before 
going into the seance room he said to me : ' When about leav- 
ing home my wife observed, "I would go too if I thought 
mother would show herself there ; but as she was always op- 
posed to Spiritualism, I 'm sure she T1 have no desire to make 
any manifestation !" But lo ! after the light seance began, 
who should appear first at the aperture but this same old 
grandmother ! She bent her eyes affectionately upon the 
children. The little girls gazed a moment in mute astonish- 
ment, then both at once, clapping their hands in ecstacy, ex- 
claimed : ' Grandma ! Grandma !' 

'"Keep still,' said the father, in a low tone of voice, and 
evidently much moved ; then to the apparition he said,' You 
didn't believe in this a few weeks ago?' 

"' No,' replied the spirit; 'but, thank God, it is true”. These 
words were uttered very distinctly and with a peculiar stress 
of voice, indicating: eamestness 'and deep feeling. The old 
lady had been dead but three weeks." 


Messrs. Daniel D. Bonnett and John Hay ward, under date 
of New York, Sept. 25th, 1872, testify that in the light circle 
they saw several faces, arms and hands, and that the faces so 
closely resembled those whom they represented, that in near- 
ly all cases they were readily recognized ; that the late Rev. 
John Pierpont came and was simultaneously recognized by 
many, and that he made a short address, concluding with the 
words, "Thank God, we live after death." 

The following is a specimen of the addresses made by the 
spirits at Moravia : 

"Friends, it is much better to say nothing, unless you can 
say something good. You will all be sorry if you have in- 
jured any one. but never for the good you have done. Be not 
ashamed, friends, to proclaim the truth of Spiritualism to the 
world. The time is approaching when you will be proud of 
it. Oh, how I long to speak to the hearts that are crushed 
when their loved ones are taken from them, and they think 
they have laid them in the ground ! I long to say,' Rejoice ! 
they are all free. Be glad ! they are all happy in the spirit- 
land.' And, friends, it is but a short time before you will meet 
them. God bless you all!" 

AH very simple this— very common -place, you will say- 
language which a child might have uttered ! And yet may it 
not be that the highest truths are ever the commonest, like 
the common sunshine and the common air ? What more, af¬ 
ter all, than this substantially, could the highest seraph have 
said in the way of saving truth ? 

Occasionally, in the dark circles at Moravia, the spirits 
would speak through a trumpet; and in one instance, a skep- 
tic having blackened the small end of it with printers' ink, 
the ink was found, as soon as a light was struck, on the 
mouth of the medium. Suspicions of fraud were raised, as 
usual, but there was no fraud in the case. The fact has been 
repeatedly proved that when an adhesive or coloring matter is 
taken on the hand or lips of the spirit, it may reappear on the 
corresponding part of the mediunfs person. The " nerve 
aura," " Psychic or electric force," or what ever it may be that 
is abstracted from the medium to form the materialization, 
carries back with it the foreign substance it has contracted. 
Innocent mediums have sometimes been unjustly condemned 
by persons ignorant of this curious fact. 

At a sitting described by Mrs. Chester Packard, No. 83 Lan- 
caster Street, Albany, N. Y., as occurring Nov. 21st, 1871, at 
Moravia, a spirit with a white beard and long white hair came 


to the aperture, and said, " Friends, I am glad to see you here. 
You have come to Moravia to see stränge things, but they will 
be seen in other places within a few years at furthest; you will 
meet your spirit- friends on the highway, and they will come 
into your houses, and you will recognize them without fear or 
doubt." 

The first part of the prediction has been verified in a strik- 
ing manner as we have already seen. This spirit, when about 
to leave, having been asked for his name, laughed and said : 

" You have been singing”, John Brown's body lies mouldering 
in the grave,' and you did not know John Brown when he 
was talking to you." 

Mrs. Packard gives the following account of her recogni¬ 
tion of the presence of three of her departed relatives : 

"Among the floating lights was one, star-like in appear- 
ance, that seemed to work by itself, or for a purpose of its 
own. Finally it became detached from the rest of the lights, 
and floated away to the extreme corner of the room, when it 
began to cross and recross the room, coming a little nearer to 
me each time it crossed. It was nearly as high up as the ceil- 
ing. My whole attention was attracted to it. Soon it gained 
a position immediately over my head, and, while I was strain- 
ing my eyes to look upward, I was aware of a presence around 
me, and in a moment the sweet voice of my spirit-son said, 
'Mother ! mother! 

"Jie took hold of my left hand and patted it so lovingly; 
he seemed to have my hand between both of his, as I could 
feel a hand on each side of mine. He then raised his hand to 
my head, and smoothed my forehead. He drummed on the 
glasses of my spectacles, and then seemed to take hold with 
both hands and remove the spectacles entirely from my head, 
and then place them back again — this operation being repeat- 
ed three times. Just then the spirits called for a light, my 
son's manifestations at once ceased, and the star became in- 
visible. The spectacles my son removed from my head were 
a pair that he placed there himself for the first time, some 
seven or eight years ago." 

After the lamp was lighted, the spirits began to show them¬ 
selves at the aperture. Soon, in a full glare of light, she saw 
her deceased husband. She writes : 

" He stood before me smiling ; his lips were moving, as if 
holding an earnest conversation, although I heard no sound. 

As he seemed about to move away I called him back, saying, 


'Do not leave ; I want to see you again.' In a moment he 
was back again, and my mother stood beside him, looking so 
happy and smiling at me ! She stood long enough for all in 
the room to observe that she wore a cap with a full border on 
each side, and plain across the top, with loops of narrow 
white satin ribbon in the border on each, and tied under the 
chin with white satin ribbon. She wore (as in life) a band 
of brown hair across the forehead. The band seemed pushed 
back a little too high, and showed some of her gray hair be- 
low the band— which was very natural. She looked precise- 
ly as she did when in the form. 

“As she was moving away, I asked her to come back again 
that I might see her more. She nodded, smiled, and was gone, 
but did not return. My husband went out of sight, and re- 
turned five or six times at my request. Each time he came I 
looked at him closely ; I saw a dimple on his cheek and a pe¬ 
culiar wrinkle in the out-corner of his eye— the same he used 
to have in earth-life when much pleased. All was so life-like! 
My husband looked as he used to in health, and very much 
better than he did for months before he passed away ; his lips 
moved as if talking, but I did not see my mother's lips move 
at all. I looked after them until they were gone ; I felt the 
great question answered— that the soul lived on, and, under 
proper condition, could return and look at, and be looked upon 
by, those left behind !" 

Dr. A. S. Hay ward, writing from Moravia, under date of 
Aug. 31st, 1872, after describing the phenomena, remarks : 

" In conclusion, I would say, that what occurs in the pres¬ 
ence of Mrs. Andrews I believe to be done by disembodied 
spirits that have once lived on this earth. I could find hardly 
a person who has attended the seances who did not hold to 
the same opinion." 

Testimonials similar to these could be multiplied to fill 
large volumes ; but the time has gone by when they were 
needed. They are now corroborated by the larger and more 
conclusive phenomena to which I have yet to call attention. 

The phenomena of materialization have attended the me- 
diumship of so many in the United States that I can only 
attempt to narrate a few well-attested cases. 

In the presence of Dr. Henry Siade, of New York, remark¬ 
able physical proofs of spirit power have been repeatedly 
witnessed. Mrs. A. A. Andrews, of Springfield, Mass., (1873) 
testifies in regard to some of these as follows : — 



" I have had a spirit-hand write a letter on paper placed 
upon my lap, when the room was sufficiently lighted by gas 
for me to see distinctly the long lead pencil held in the white 
fingers, and remaining in sight, directly under my eyes, until 
the writing was finished, when both hand and pencil disap- 
peared ; in a moment afterwards the latter was thrown upon 
the table, close to our hands, from a point opposite to where 
the medium sat. 

" I have seen the faces of spirits within three feet of me, 
about whose identity I could no more mistake than I could 
fail to recognize members of my own family who are still in 
the material body. 1 have watched these faces condense and 
form from what seemed a luminous mist. I have seen them 
smile brightly and naturally upon me. 

"I have had one among them, in compliance with a sug¬ 
gestion made from the impulse of the moment, turn away, 
showing me the back of the head, that I might recognize the 
naturally curling hair, falling upon the neck, as worn in life. 

I have watched the moving lips, and heard whispered mes- 
sages of love and waming sent to absent friends." 

Communications purporting to come from Mrs. Andrews's 
spirit-son were written upon a slate which was laid in full 
view, with a fragment of pencil beneath it; and sometimes 
this took place while the slate was held by herself. The men¬ 
tal proofs of identity were so strong, that after many repetitions 
and ever-recurring tests, doubt became more difficult to her 
than belief. A hand, in shape and size like her son's, came 
forth in broad daylight. She saw and felt it; it patted and 
caressed her, and played with her dress ; it took out her 
watch by a guard which used to belong to him, and then the 
following words were written :•— " Dear mother, always wear 
my guard ; I love to see you have it." 

The phenomenon of slate- writing in the light, independent 
of human touch, has been witnessed by hundreds at Dr. 

Slade's seances. Mr. Clarke Irvine, of Oregon, Holt County, 
testified that he received a message which was written on a 
slate, placed on his own head, while Dr. Siade sat some yards 
from him, and the message was correctly signed, "Thomas 
Irvine, your grandfather ;" Mr. Irvine never having seen 
the medium before, or communicated with him in any way. 

Mr. H. Barnard, of Minneapolis, Minn., a stranger to Dr. 

Siade, brought a folding slate of his own; a grain of pencil 
was put inside of it, and while no one touched the slate, and 
it lay before him in plain sight on the table, a message, pur¬ 


porting to be from Mr. Bamard's mother, was written, 
which was so characteristic and apt, that he says of it: "I 
now have as good evidence of my mother's existence as I 
have of that of my brothers and sisters whose letters I re- 
ceive by mail." 

Many of the manifestations known to Modern Spiritualism 
have occurred in the presence of Mrs. E. J. Hollis, of Louis- 
ville, Kentucky. These include levitations of the medium, 
slate- writing independent of the human touch, the exhibition 
of spirit hands, transmission of messages through a common 
telegraph by spirit power, singing and talking by spirit voices, 
and, finally, the materialization of spirit forms. 

For a period of thirty weeks, Dr. N. B. Wolfe, of Cincin- 
nati, investigated the phenomena through Mrs. Hollis, spar- 
ing no expenditure of time, money or personal ease, in order 
to satisfy himself of their character, and engaging other 
persons of well-known intelligence to cooperate with him. 

He gives the result in a volume of 543 pages (1874). On the 
27th of May, 1872, he received a test which could not fail to 
make a deep impression ; he saw and heard his deceased 
mother under circumstances which he describes as follows : 

"The table on which the music-box was placed, stood not 
more than two feet from the cabinet. I proceeded to wind it 
up, and was just turning to resume my seat in the circle, in 
doing which had to face the aperture. As 1 did this, I be- 
held my mother’s face in the opening of the cabinet door.' 
Why, mother,' I exclaimed, 'is it possible?' I riveted my gaze 
upon her for twenty seconds, during which time she smiled, 
bowed, and pronounced my name. The curtain then swung 
between her face and me. All in the room saw and heard as I 
did. I was not more than two feet from the cabinet and 
aperture. 

" I am not given to illusions, and rarely dream when asleep, 
much less when awake. I am a very cool, quiet man in emer- 
gencies, and was never more so than upon this occasion. 
Every person in the circle saw this face, but only I recognized 
it. It was my mother's face. She recognized me, and called 
me by my given name. To make assurance doubly sure, I 
said, 'Mother, please materialize your left hand, and present 
it at the aperture.' 

'In a very brief space of time a left hand appeared at the 
opening, with the forefinger shut at the middle joint. My 
mother had just such a ringer on her left hand. When a 
child she received a burn which contracted the tendon, and 


fixed the forefinger of her left hand permanently in that 
position." 

Instances innumerable could be named where peculiarities 
similar to that here described have been reproduced, in these 
extemporized representations of the mundane body. Quick 
as thought the communicating spirit seems to be able to show 
the bodily scars or malformations which are needed for iden- 
tification. 

On another occasion the spirit-representation of Dr. Wolfe's 
mother remained at the aperture two minutes, and was recog¬ 
nized not only by himself but by his nephew, a lad fifteen 
years old, who had never been at a seance before. 

It is unnecessary to record the many explicit testimonials 
to the recognition of departed friends in the materializations 
through Mrs. Hollis. Mr. D. H. Hale and his son, Clinton 
B. Hale, from Indiana, being present, both recognized simul- 
taneously, the one a daughter, the other a sister. A young 
lady appeared and wrote: "Dear Mr. Hale, how kind you 
were to me ! " Mr. Hale wept as he recognized the features of 
one whom he had assisted in her destitution. 

Mr. F. B. Plimpton, associate editor of the Cincinnati Com- 
mercial, gives, under date of May 8th, 1873, an account of his 
investigations. In the autumn of 1872 he had studied the 
phenomena that take place in the presence of Mrs. Hollis, 
and, though thoroughly satisfied of their genuineness, was 
not quite sure that they could not be explained upon some 
other than the spiritual solution. But to this he was driven 
after prosecuting his inquiries further ; and such has been 
the fate of nearly all the persevering investigators with whom 
I am acquainted. He concludes his Report as follows : 

"Beginning these investigations as a skeptic, with a feeling 
almost of contempt for believers in Spiritualism, but at the 
same time determined to testify to the truth, regardless of 
the consequences to myself, to what other conclusion can I 
come, as one after another of my doubts have been vanquish- 
ed, and my unbelief overcome, than that these manifestations 
are precisely what they profess to be! The conviction is forced 
upon me, that intelligences, invisible to us, save as they 
manifest themselves through the medium of persons peculiar- 
ly endowed, can and do communicate with the living, and 
that they have as absolutely a personal existence and identi¬ 
ty as ourselves. 

"They not only assert this, but assure us that they live in 


a world as rationally constructed for the development of their 
finite capacities and for their progression to still higher con- 
ditions of being. In manifesting their presence to our grosser 
sense, they assure us they employ natural agencies; and as 
the world becomes more receptive of the truth, they antici- 
pate still greater power to reveal themselves, and convince 
us that we are indeed compassed about by an innumerable 
cloud of witnesses, testifying to the immortality of man." 

The 12th of May, 1874, a spirit calling herself "Katie King" 
appeared in a materialized form at a seance in Philadelphia, 

Mr. and Mrs. Holmes being the mediums. Dr. Henry T. 

Child, himself a "sensitive' and at the same time an expe- 
rienced and studious investigator, was present. He writes 
that on the 5th of June, while he and Robert Dale Owen were 
among the witnesses, Katie King appeared in "a very beauti- 
ful shape, clothed in white robes." June 7th, they had a long 
conversation with Katie at the cabinet, window. She allowed 
Dr. Child to count her pulse ; it was about seventy- two per 
minute, and perfectly natural. She also permitted him 
to see her tongue, and asked if he thought she was "right 
well" 

Mr. Owen was of the opinion that the "Katie King," or 
" Annie Morgan," who thus appeared, was identical with the 
spirit who for three years communicated through Miss Cook 
in London. There were many circumstances, however, that 
threw doubt on the identity. The features were unlike those 
of the London Katie. In London the Holmeses, one or both, 
had been proved to possess remarkable medial powers ; but it 
was also charged that they would sometimes eke out their 
manifestations with imposture. It will be seen further on 
in my narrative (page 114) that both Mr. Owen and Dr. Child, 
having encountered what seemed to them doubtful features 
in the phenomena, withdrew their confidence and publicly 
expressed their dissatisfaction. When we consider that they 
had been forewarned by English investigators that frauds 
might be anticipated, the wonder is that they should have 
been so over-sanguine in their expressions of confidence under 
the circumstances. That genuine phenomena were given, 
however, there is now every reason to believe. The whole 
subject of spirit materialization was thrown under a cloud 
for a time by the conflicting statements growing out of the 
Holmes affair. But as the phenomena through other mediums 
were multiplied, and test conditions were adopted, and the 
number of witnesses greatly increased, the affair gradually 
dwindled into insignificance. 

In weighing charges of imposture, it should be borne in 



mind by investigators, that however the ignorant may scout 
and ridicule the idea, it is nevertheless probable that under 
certain inharmonious conditions such mischievous spirits may 
be attracted as will force an unconscious medium to do things 
automatically which, to the inexperienced, look like deliber- 
ate frauds on his part. The more we study the phenomena 
the larger becomes our charity for the sensitives through 
whose peculiar receptiveness to influences good or bad the 
wonders are wrought. 

The power of spirits to reproduce simulacra of persons who 
have passed from the earth-life suggests the question, How 
far can we be assured of the identity of any spirit, let the 
tests be what they may ? We have not yet arrived at that 
stage of enlightenment that would enable us to reply confi- 
dently to this inquiry. The John Kings and the Katie Kings 
who have come in the full form, and conversed with mortals, 
have not yet given proofs of their identity, that can be sub- 
stantiated by documentary evidence. In claiming to have 
been Sir Henry Morgan and a contemporary of Raleigh, John 
King does not give us such minute corroborative proofs as 
must be had before his declaration can be accepted. 

There is much that is yet a puzzle in the language and ac- 
tion of this class of materialized spirits. How far they are 
limited in their mental operations and in their recollections 
by the act of materialization, or how far by the intellectual 
horizon of the medium, is still a question. In other cases, 
proofs of identity, both mental and physical, satisfactory to 
the recipients, have been given, as Mr. Hazard, Mrs. A. A. 
Andrews, and others from whom I have quoted, testify. 

It is satisfactory to discover that the further we proceed in 
investigation the more apparent does it become, that if there 
are deceptive, frivolous, immature spirits, there are also those 
who are sincere, intelligent, affectionate and earnest in their 
efforts to do good. The great majority, as in this world, are 
of the unintellectual sort. Perhaps the development of a 
spiritual sense in ourselves is needed before we can have a 
confirmation, that can be conclusive, of identity. Perhaps, 
under mortal and spiritual limitations as they now are, we 
can have only an approximate assurance. The Science of 
Spiritualism being still in its infancy, we may hope for more 
light on this question. 

As for the Orthodox notion that "the devil is the only 
spirit authorized to communicate with the laity," and that all 
spiritual Communications that do not come through certain 
prescribed channels are Satanic, this will hardly weigh with 


people of common sense engaged in a strictly scientific in¬ 
vestigation. 

"Nothing is so brutally conclusive as a fact," says Brous- 
sais ; and, therefore, facts must win in the long run. The 
truth itself, and not our mere conceptions of what ought to 
be true, must ultimately prevail. 

Meanwhile we see the significance of the caution to us to 
"try the spirits;" to try them not by conjuration through 
this or that name, however sacred, but by our reason, the pu- 
rification of our motives, and the singleness of our aspirations 
for the truth. 

Plainly it is not the proved law of our being, that we should 
surrender to any one, mortal or immortal, the custody of our 
individuality, our reason, and our self respect. Every earnest 
and rational spirit, whether in the flesh or out of it, at the 
same time that he has relations to the universe, and the uni- 
verse to him, would seem to be impelled by the environments, 
the restrictions, and the varied experiences to which he is 
subjected, and by the fallacies with which he soon finds that 
all human teachings and interpretations are mixed, to exer- 
cise his own reason, to discipline his own powers, and to de- 
velope his own individuality; end, while courting all good 
influences, to resist the dictation of those who would con- 
strain him, by aught else than appeals to his sense of right, 
to adopt their opinions or walk in their ways. 

“Think as I do, or drink the hemlock," embodies in words 
the monster sin that is not confined to mortals or to ancient 
Athens. As there were spirits of old who would try to force 
a way for their authority by a " Thus saith the Lord," so there 
are spirits now who claim a divine infallibility when they can 
find dupes to heed them. 

Spiritualism enforces upon us the fact that in being loosen- 
ed by death from this exteriör husk we call a body, the veri- 
table man is not greatly changed. With a corresponding organ¬ 
ism of subtler elements, he starts on his new career from the 
vantage-ground, low or high, which he has attained to here. 
Condition follows character ; and the spiritual environments 
which our prevailing thoughts and affections, our noblenesses 
or our meannesses, have created for us in this life, will impart 
their beauty or their deformity to our objective surroundings 
on our entrance into what is now to us the unseen world. 


Utdrag ur Epes Sargents bok ”The proof palpable of 
immortality, being an account of the materialization 
phenomena of modern spiritualism”, s. 110-135: 

CHAPTERIX. 

By immortality I mean that exemption from death, of which 
we have the assurance in the spiritual body as a ground of 
continuous life. The spiritual organism is demonstrated not 
merely in the proof palpable, presented in the appearance of 
spirits in the human form, and by the attestations of spirits 
and mediums, but in the facts of clairvoyance, showing pow¬ 
ers in the human being independent of the corresponding 
physical organs and requiring other and supersensual organs.* 

Proofs of a future existence do not necessarily involve 
proofs of a perpetual existence. A discussion of the latter is 
not pertinent to my present purpose. But I may here remark 
that faith in our own everlastingness must depend largely on 
faith in the eternity of a supreme benign intelligence whence 
comes "the order of the universe”. 

If we are at the mercy of blind, unconscious cosmic forces, 
of a mere "orrery," in the working of which neither mind 
nor love is active, we may feel, in the next stage of being as 
well as in this, that life is no assured possession. But to this 
subject I hope to return before I close. 

The phenomena being admitted as actual and genuine, is it 
consistent with the laws of Science to seek their cause ? 

"Of the efficient causes of phenomena," says J. S. Mill, 

* For an abundance of facts proving: clairvoyance, prevision, 
and many other supersensual phenomena, see “Planchette, the 
Despair of Science”, by Epes Sargent. Boston: Roberts 
Brothers. It has not been thought necessary to repeat these 
facts in the present work. 

"or whether any such causes exist, I am not called upon to 
give an opinion." 

Mr. Mill acknowledges empirical causes only. 

Well: the phenomena of Spiritualism force upon us the ques¬ 
tion of empirical causes ; of causes fairly within the domain of 
Science and experiment. When a solid figure in the human 


form, clothed and manifesting life and intelligence, melts 
away and disappears, and subsequently re-forms, before our 
sight, surely the phenomenon is one, the consideration of the 
cause of which is a legitimate inquiry of Science. The philos- 
ophy of experience is the last which should deny this declara¬ 
tion ; for to refuse to admit that there may be an empirical 
cause for the phenomenon in this case is purely an a priori as- 
sumption, to fall back on which is to abandon the whole 
philosophy of experience. 

As the testimony in support of this amazing phenomenon 
cannot be too complete, I will quote, in addition to what I 
have already given, a description of their experiences by two 
highly competent witnesses. The first, Mr. A. B. Crosby, of 
Gold Hill, North Carolina, is, as I leam from my friend and 
neighbor John Wetherbee, a man scientifically educated, a 
graduate of Waterville College, and a careful observer. He 
writes to Mr. W., under date of August 7th, 1874, the follow- 
ing very clear and concise description of the phenomenon : 

"I stopped on my way, at Philadelphia, and while there I 
saw the ' Katie King ' manifestation, at No. 50 North Ninth 
Street. There were about thirty persons present at the se- 
ance. The cabinet was a wooden partition across one corner 
of the room, the carpet of which extended to the extreme cor¬ 
ner. There was a door in the partition and two apertures. 

Mr. and Mrs. Holmes, the mediums, sat outside the cabinet, 
and next to it, and were both in sight all the time. It is ne¬ 
cessary for you to remember that, and also that the room was 
light enough all the time to see distinctly the persons present 
— about thirty. They sat in the form of a horse shoe, at each 
end of which sat a medium, which would be at each side 
of the cabinet. After some music and singing— about twenty 
minutes — we saw two delicate hands appear at the aperture 
over the door, then a face, rather dim, at the other aperture. 
After a short time, devoted to gathering strength from the 
circle, the door of the cabinet opened and a beautiful young 
lady, dressed in white, with a dark girdle and slippers, walked 
out into the centre of this circle. She had in her hands bou- 
quets of flowers, which she held to the noses of many of the 
audience. She spoke to several in a weak voice. She went 
into and out of the cabinet several times ; finally, she retired 
to the door of the cabinet and disappeared, gradually, until 
only a bright spot could be seen on the carpet. In less than a 
minute she began to reappear, and in a short time walked out 
into the room apparently a veritable living person, as palpable 
as you or I; I think, for the time we saw her, that she was 
flesh, like us. I thought her person had a slight phosphorescent 
glow, because the shadows of the folds of her dress were very 



feeble, more of the character of a diffused light. I cannot 
conceive of what I saw being any trick; I know it was not, and 
you know what that means when I say it, and I am now a 
Spiritualist." 

Dr. Raue, of Philadelphia, a physician of the highest stand- 
ing, was present at the seance of August 9th, 1874. He as- 
sured himself by a close examination that there was no inlet or 
outlet to the cabinet. The two mediums remained outside 
among the spectators. After some music the curtains of the 
holes in the partition were raised, and several hands became 
visible. Soon a whole arm appeared, and as in salutation was 
waved to and fro in a graceful manner. Katie shook hands 
from the window with those who went up to it. She talked, 
too, repeatedly ; for instance, she answered the question of 
" How do you like the present company?" by "Fil tell you 
after awhile and, later, " I love you all." At another time 
she said, " I feel now as natural as when I was in earth-life." 
Her voice was mild and somewhat whispering. Of her issu- 
ing from the cabinet in a full materialized form, Dr. R. says : 

"The door opened and Katie appeared, slowly moving her 
hands, as though saluting or declaiming, and clad in a taste- 
ful white robe, and a mantilla of gauze or lace. Her waist 
was encircled by a belt, fastened with a gold clasp or 
buckle. At her throat appeared a gold cross, or similar orna¬ 
ment. Afterwards she emerged entirely from the closet, sat 
down upon a chair next to Mrs. Holmes, rose and receded 
slowly into the closet again. 

" The question was then put to her whether she could not 
show us how she materialized herself, and was again answer¬ 
ed by “I will try”. After awhile the door of the closet open¬ 
ed once more, and we saw, in the right corner of it, a kind of 
gray mist, or cloud, from which, within a short time, Katie's 
whole figure was developed in a wonderful manner. Her dis- 
appearance was similar : it was a gradual fading and dissolv- 
ing. The white figure was not illumined by external light, but 
had a peculiar blueish-white and brilliant splendor, that seemed 
to come from within. I do not believe that any mixture of 
earthly colors would be able to produce the same effect The 
gold of the belt-buckle and the necklace appeared more gold- 
en than the finest gold." 

Here was a proof palpable— but of what? Surely of im- 
mortal spirit, whether we call it psychic force, or independ- 
ent spirit power. Admitting that there was no delusion — 
and the reader who has carefully weighed the testimony I 
have adduced will hardly adopt so insufficient a theory as 


that of fraud or deception — what can it be but an intelligence 
and a will, exercising, through some centripetal and centrifu- 
gal use of the invisible constituents of matter, the astonishing 
power of materializing and de-materializing a human form 
with its appropriate clothing ? 

An intelligence and a will! And this intelligence pro- 
claims itself a spirit! And this will proves the claim by 
causing an animated body in human shape to vanish and re- 
appear ! If such a power does not answer the full significa- 
tion which men in all ages have attached to the word spirit, 
as representative of the life of a man after the dissolution of 
his earth-body, I am at a loss to know what further evidence 
can be given under the present limitations of our human fac- 
ulties. 

But this spirit, we are told, is very unspiritual, and does 
not always speak the truth. 

If a man having the Caucasian features and form, and 
speaking our language, were cast upon our shores from the 
sea, we should readily take his word for it that he was an es- 
caped English or American mariner. He might prove in 
many other things untruthful and inconsistent, but we should 
have little doubt that he was a man, and of a certain nation- 
ality. 

So when a man in the human form presents himself as a 
materialized spirit, and proves it, not only by the intelligence 
of his conversation and acts, but by dissolving and re-con- 
creting his corporeal envelope before our eyes, and by mani- 
festing his powers, in other ways, as invisible force and intel¬ 
ligence, surely we have here a proof palpable, which no mis- 
representations or mistakes, on his part, in regard to other 
questions, could impair, that he is what he claims to be, 
namely, what we understand by a spirit. 

Skepticism, it is true, can find room for cavil even here, but 
so it can find room to cavil at the reality of our own terres- 
trial existence ; and yet we go on, and eat, drink, sleep, 
think, and enjoy ourselves, in spite of all the subtleties by 
which it would prove that we are under a mistake. 

That the phenomena have a cause, must be conceded as a 
postulate of human reason. The theories of imposture and 
delusion being dismissed, what sufficient cause can be assign- 
ed but that which the spirits themselves bear witness to, and 
that which human experience, in all ages of the world and 
among all tribes and nations, has accepted? 


Although in December, 1874, charges of fraud were brought 
against Mr. and Mrs. Holmes, in consequence of which Mr. 
Owen and Dr. Child withdrew their confidence, the phe¬ 
nomena through Mrs. Holmes were satisfactorily tested 
throughout the year 1875, not only by Messrs. Lippitt and 
Olcott, but by Mr. J. M. Roberts, all gentlemen personally 
known to me. A Mrs. White, instigated, it is believed, by 
persons wishing to throw discredit on the phenomena, de- 
clared that she had been engaged by Mr. Holmes to play the 
part of Katie King. That she stood for a photograph of 
the spirit was true. Certain letters in Mr. Holmes's hand- 
writing, which were not at first satisfactorily explained, gave 
color to her other claims. But it was in the end conclusively 
proved : first, that Mrs. White's word was entitled to no 
credit; secondly, that the manifestations could be produced 
without her or any other confederate ; and thirdly, that the 
evidences of fraud were incomplete. For these reasons, and 
because the testimony of Mr. Crosby and Dr. Raue has not 
been retracted, I have allowed it to stand as it appeared in 
the first edition of this work. Even Mr. Owen, after with- 
drawing the testimony he had given in behalf of the phe¬ 
nomena, declared that "the Holmes case, instead of disprov- 
ing or casting doubt upon the phenomenon of materialization, 
does prove it conclusively." 

The Holmes case made a great noise at the time, and was 
looked upon by the larger part of the uninformed public as 
invalidating all the phenomena ; but it owed its importance 
to the reputation of Mr. Owen as a public man of tried in- 
tegrity and an author of note. He had testified so earnestly 
to the facts that, although he remained as firm a believer as 
ever in the truth involved, the hostile newspapers, when he re- 
pudiated the manifestations in this single case, were jubilant 
over the event, and it was regarded as conclusive even against 
Spiritualism itself. Subsequent developments have shown 
how unwarrantable and exaggerated was the importance 
given to the affair. The materialization phenomena have so 
multiplied, have grown to be so complex and common, that 
the detection in fraud of any one medium, however conspicu- 
ous, cannot invalidate the general fact. 

As our experience in dealing with these novel phenomena 
increases, moreover, we begin to learn that susceptible me¬ 
diums, through sinister mesmeric influences exerted upon 
them either by operating spirits or by persons in a circle, may 
automatically do things which unskilled investigators at once 
set down as frauds sufficient to invalidate all proofs, however 
ample, of previous genuine phenomena. 


These considerations may explain why it is that there are 
so few mediums who have not, at some time in their career, 
been charged with imposture. 

Under date of Terre Haute, Ind., Oct. 27th, and Nov. lOth, 
1875, Mr. Isaac Kelso, a well-known Unitarian clergyman, 
and an experienced student of the phenomena, gives an ac- 
count of a sitting, at which Mrs. Anna Stewart was the me¬ 
dium. He says : 

" The light is turned down, but not so far as to make it pos- 
sible for any confederate to enter the cabinet without being 
seen. By and by one wing of the cabinet door slowly opens, 
and out steps a slight but beautiful figure, robed in pure white 
garments, looking a girl of about seventeen ; not quite so tall 
as the medium, but with a step more elastic. Pausing an in- 
stant near the threshold, she says, 'Good evening,' in the 
softest imaginable tones, then, turning round, throws open 
the other wing of the cabinet door, showing us the medium 
sitting in a chair, apparently asleep, and deadly pale." 

A stranger suggested to Mr. Kelso that it was a deception; 
whereupon the entranced medium lifted her arm and waved 
a white handkerchief. "Ah, the thing is a machine, moved 
by wires," persisted the skeptic in an undertone. Going at 
once to the medium the figure in white raised her to her feet, 
brought her out of the cabinet, and stood side by side with 
her. After describing a second apparition, that of a tall male 
figure, Mr. Kelso resumes : 

"Finally the figure in white came out again. I requested 
her to give us the best proof she could that she was not a 
mortal like ourselves. After expressing a willingness to try, 
she called for a pair of scissors, which, being furnished, she 
handed to me ; then kneeling down before me, requested that 
I should cut a lock of hair from her head. . . . The apparition 
threw her long raven tresses forward, allowing me to 
make my own selection. Cutting off a large lock, close to 
the scalp', I drew it carefully through my hand, then passed it 
to others ; it was handed round ; perhaps a dozen persons ex- 
amined it; after this it was returned to the apparition, who 
remained in her kneeling posture close by me. Taking the 
hair into her hands, she stretched it out, laid it on a white 
handkerchief right under my eyes, and in full view of all the 
company, then folded the handkerchief over it. Having done 
this, she retired within the cabinet and closed the door, which 
placed her at the distance of at least nine feet from the hair. 



“While the door was yet closed the handkerchief deliber- 
ately unfolded as if lifted by invisible fingers, and the hair 
began to move. I now placed the fingers of my right hand 
upon the carpet, slowly and carefully sweeping them entirely 
round the handkerchief, thus making it doubly sure that no 
fine thread or wire connected the hair in any way with the 
being from whose head I had clipped it. Very soon the lock 
of hair bounded from the handkerchief on to the carpet, and 
began moving toward the cabinet. Before it reached the 
threshold the apparition opened the door and came out. The 
hair leaped upon her white skirt, and slowly climbed to her 
shoulder ; thence it sprang to her crown, and seemed to plant 
itself upon the very spot from which it had been taken.'' 

A lady of my acquaintance, Mrs. H. B. Webster, a daugh- 
ter of Croly, the poet, author of "Catiline," &c, after de- 
scribing some phenomena that took place in Florence, Italy 
(July, 1874), through the mediumship of Mr. D. D. Home, 
remarks as follows : 

" One asks one's self, of what nature can be the eyes and 
ears and the flesh and blood of the individual who can see 
eight or ten hands come out from under his own dining- 
cloth, while the hands of every visible individual present are 
staring him in the face, and can feel the living pressure of 
the flexible human fingers clasping him, and question for a 
single instant what they are? True it is that there are per¬ 
sons, elever and intelligent in all other respeets, who, when 
their prejudices or preconceived ideas are thwarted, seem to 
have the faeulty of shutting their eyes to all faets, and their 
minds to all logic, no matter how palpable. Thus a very dis- 
tinguished and gifted Englishman told me the other evening, 
in the presence of several others, that at a seance with Mr. 
Home a hand and arm projecting from a white cloud de- 
scended from above in the full view of seven or eight per¬ 
sons, and first touching Mr. Home's head, then touched him- 
self on the forehead. 'But”, said the gentleman in con- 
clusion,' What does that prove? The hand might have been 
a force. Who assures me it came from a spirit?' To argu- 
ing of this description there is no answer possible, except, 
perhaps, that of Mr. Home himself, who remarked that in 
such a case we may all be, ourselves, nothing but forces also!' 

Home's reply is apt and sufficient. To suppose that a mere 
force, independent of the will or knowledge of the medium 
exercising it, announcing itself as a distinet individuality 
and conducting like one, and yet nothing all the while but an 
emanation from the medium, can go forth from the latter, in- 
camate itself partially or wholly, clothe itself appropriately 


and instantaneously in garments woven apparently out of 
nothingness, converse, argue, sing, walk, dance, write, play 
on instruments, and then suddenly vanish, while the medi¬ 
um, in the possession of all his faeulties, is looking on and 
believing it a separate personality— is obviously to suppose 
something far more miraculous and incredible than a direct 
manifestation by a returning spirit. 

It may be asked : " Under the theory of a spiritual body co- 
existent with the natural, may not the spirit of a person still 
in the earth-life manifest itself thus objectively?" That it can 
do so we have good reason to believe ; but if it can thus 
separate itself from the living earth-body, why should the 
dissolution of the latter limit the spirit's power of manifestation 
? Ought not its power to be inereased rather than diminished 
by the severing of a tie which must be more a limitation than a 
help? 

The proof palpable of immortality is the eulmination of 
other cognate proofs, in themselves a sufficient assurance of 
the existence in man of a supersensual, spiritual nature. 

Death is not disorganization, but change. The Caterpillar 
does not lose himself in passing to the butterfly, neither does 
man lose himself in leaving a physical organism for a spirit¬ 
ual. 

There is undoubtedly a force, call it psychic, odic, or spirit¬ 
ual, which is a property of man's duplicate organism. It 
may be manifested in various ways during the earth-life of 
the individual; it may be the agent in many phenomena not 
explicable by the agency of the normal powers of terrestrial 
man; but there is a large class of phenomena which are 
more rationally explained by the intervention of spirits that 
have parted from their mortal bodies. 

The testimony of the spirits themselves and of entranced 
and clairvoyant mediums, from whose organisms they bor- 
row a certain power facilitating manifestation, must carry 
some weight; nor is the faet that both spirits and mediums 
are fallible and often deceptive, sufficient to impair wholly 
the value of such assurance. 

But apart from this testimony, we have all the proof that 
our senses can give, and in addition, the proofs of an intelli- 
gence and a power that cannot be eredited to our known and 
normal faeulties. 

Mrs. Louisa Andrews, from whose testimony in regard to the 


materialization phenomena I have already quoted, records the 
following incident: "At a late sitting in Moravia, where 
there were many in the circle anxiously hoping to see friends 
and relatives, a young man appeared whom no one knew. 
After showing himself for a moment, he spoke, giving his 
name as Freeman Kelly. No one recognized the name or the 
face. He then spoke again with apparent effort, saying,' I 
passed away in Ithaca ;' and he added, in a low but very im- 
pressive voice, 'Let all men know that this is true'. 

"On my return to Ithaca, I found, on inquiry, that a man 
bearing this name, and described as resembling the spirit we 
had seen, died last spring (1872). He had promised some 
friends living in this place that if he should go first, and if 
spirit returns were possible, he would come and testify to the 
faet. These friends were not present when he redeemed his 
promise, but received his communication through the lips of 
those who heard it." 

Dr. Edwin Lee, in his " Report upon the Phenomena of 
Clairvoyance" (London, 1843), mentions the case of the pre- 
diction of the death of the King of Wurtemberg by two differ- 
ent somnambulists; the one having foretold the event four 
years beforehand ; the other, in the spring of the same year 
having mentioned the exaet day, in the month of October, as 
also the disease (apoplexy). "The exaet coincidence," says 
Dr. Lee, " of the event with the predictions, is not doubted at 
Stuttgart; and a fortnight ago Dr. Klein, who is now in Eng¬ 
land, accompanying the Crown Prince of Wurtemberg, hav¬ 
ing been introduced to me, I took the opportunity of asking 
him about the circumstance, which he acknowledged was as 
has been stated, saying, moreover, that his father was physi- 
cian to the King, who, on the morning of the day on wnich 
the attack occurred, was in very good health and spirits." 

Mr. Clark Irvine, a respectable lawyer of Oregon, Holt 
County, Missouri, of whose visit to Dr. Siade I have already 
spöken, in the third chapter of this work, writes me some 
partieulars of this and other experiences, which inelude some 
noteworthy faets. He was wholly unknown to Dr. Siade, the 
medium, and came upon him unprepared. While he sat in a 
chair in the light and Dr. Siade sat at some distance from him, 
Mr. Irvine felt an invisible spirit hand which he grasped. He 
held on to it tightly, and the hand, after pulling violently, 
gave a few spasmodic jerks and then seemed to melt away, his 
fingers gradually closing together as though holding some dis- 
solving substance. 

While himself holding a slate close up under and against 


the top of a small table, Mr. Irvine got "almost immediately, 
with more than mortal speed, in writing," a communication 
signed " Your grandmother, Tabitha M. Irvine." If he had 
ever known that she had an M in her name, he had surely for- 
gotten it; but on reference, some days after, to an old family 
Bible he learnt that the M was correctly inserted. Bear in 
mind that all the while the writing was going on, Siade was 
sitting at some distance and did not even know the name of 
his sitter. 

While Mr. Irvine held an accordion, in broad daylight, in 
such a way that he could look closely on the keys, the side of 
the instrument opposite his hand began to be violently pulled 
out and pushed back with great rapidity, the keys rose and 
fell, and the tune of" Home, Sweet Home " was played. Mr. 

I. could not himself play the instrument, nor could he have 
even started the tune. Siade sat some distance opposite with 
his hands clasped behind his head as a speetator. Mr. I. then 
requested, mentally, that the tune should be changed to " Hail 
Columbia," and this was done without a word having been 
uttered. 

" Prom the most positive disbelief in a future State”, writes 
Mr. Irvine," I was converted by the overwhelming tests I re¬ 
ceived on this occasion . 

" On the evening of the same day I visited Mr. Charles Pos¬ 
ter. At his request, while he was in another room transaet- 
ing some business, I wrote down about twenty names of vari¬ 
ous persons dead and alive, but among the names four of dear 
friends deceased and much thought of, and folded the paper 
closely up. I had given Poster my name on entering the 
room. He placed his hand on the paper, and exclaimed, ' The 
spirit of Leonard Bartlette is standing there. He says he is 
an uncle of yours.' This was in truth one of the names I had 
written, though why I should have done so was singular, as I 
had not in many years thought of it.' What was the cause of 
his death?' 'He says he fell from his wagon.'' That was 
not so.'' How then ?'' He was killed by a saw log rolling 
down on to him as he was walking along a bank.' Poster 
laughed. “What do you laugh at ?'' Why, this spirit says he 
himself was on the ground and knows all about it, and you 
were not. Are you quite sure you are right?'' Yes, as sure 
as a man can be of things he gets from the report of friends.' 
Some acquaintance of Poster's had entered during the seance ; 
and this man now exclaimed : ' Charley, you old humbug, you 
are caught this time, and I am glad of it.' Poster looked 
serious and said: “I can't help it; mistakes are made, and 
lies are told, but”, and then brightening up, and speak- 



ing with renewed confidence, he said: 'See here; this spirit 
knows what he is about; he is truthful; you are wrong, and 
he is right.' He then described the man's appearance accu- 
rately, and asked me to learn if I were not in error. 

"On returning to Missouri, I stopped in Ohio, and asked 
my mother the cause of her brother Leonard's death. She re¬ 
plied : ' Why, he fell from his wagon of course!” After full 
investigation it appeared that I had never heard a true ac- 
count of the accident. It took place some twenty years ago, 
when I was in Louisiana ; a friend wrote me there that my 
uncle had been killed by a saw log, and this statement I had 
never thought to question." 

Whence, under the circumstances, could Foster, ignorant as 
he was, have got his information if not from the spirit whose 
appearance he accurately described ? 

The Rev. Samuel Watson, of Tennessee, a well-known cler- 
gyman and author, says (1874): "In full daylight, at three 
o'clock in the afternoon, I have seen the materialized spirit 
forms of my former wife, with whom I had lived twenty-six 
years ; and the father of my present wife, who had been a 
Methodist preacher, and I saw a number of other spirits, 
some of whom were also recognized as friends. I insist upon 
the reality of these facts, and upon their value as indicating 
the communion of the departed with those still on earth." 

I have just had an interview (Sept. 2d, 1874) with the Rev. 

R. S. Pope, of Hyannis, Mass., one who in his very aspect and 
presence brings the credentials of a man of ample intelligence 
and perfect truthfulness He tells me that he was at Moravia 
with his wife, both of them strangers to all the persons there, 
and their very names unknown. They saw his mother and 
his two sons, all deceased. The last two came night after 
night every evening for a week. They spoke to him, they 
proved their identity to the complete satisfaction of himself 
and his wife. " I saw them," says Mr. Pope," face to face as 
distinctly as I see you now. They were visible to all the spec- 
tators. There could be no delusion. It was a reality. My 
mother, who came first, proclaimed to the company my name 
(till then unknown to all); and my son Milton said, ' Preach 
this truth when you go home '—thus revealing my profession. 
My mother had on her head a cap of a luminous whiteness. 
Solid light will best express its appearance." Mr. Pope was 
a total disbeliever in Spiritualism when he went to Moravia. 
He came home thoroughly convinced of its fundamental truth, 
and he proclaimed his experiences publicly to his people. 
Previous to sitting for the phenomena he had satisfied himself 


thoroughly, by examining the room and the cabinet, that no 
human contrivance could produce the manifestations. In the 
course of his conversation with me, Mr. Pope said: “As I 
could not believe these things on any man's testimony, so I do 
not ask you to believe them on mine." Three of his parishion- 
ers, he told me, had been to Moravia and satisfied themselves 
by similar objective phenomena of the survival of deceased 
friends and relatives. 

Facts like these, combining the proof palpable of immortal- 
ity with these inductive proofs derived from the exhibition of 
mental and physical powers wholly transcending all that is 
known to belong to mortal man, must be considered in con- 
nection with a vast collection of similar facts, attested by 
many thousands of sincere, intelligent persons in all parts of 
the world, not only at the present time especially, but in all 
past times. 

When so considered they lead irresistibly to the conviction 
that the dissolution of the earth-body leaves a man unimpair- 
ed in all those essential qualities and characteristics which 
constitute his identity and his individuality. 

If this view contradicts some of the exalted ideas we may 
have formed of the spiritual State, let us not therefore shrink 
from the facts. Mere sentiment will soon reconcile itself to 
the actual. 

" Suppose I do find the unseen to be the haunt of ungram- 
matical ghosts," says Mr. St. George Stock," what then? It 
has its high life, I suppose, as well as its low. This world it¬ 
self is vulgär or practical according to the light in which we 
look at it. Do not reject well-attested narratives merely be- 
cause they sound grotesque. He is not a faithful lover of 
truth who would not go through dirt to meet her. “One vision 
of her snowy feet is worth the labor of a life.” " 

" True fortitude of understanding," says Paley, "consists 
in not suffering what we know to be disturbed by what we do 
not know. The uncertainty of one thing does not necessarily 
affect the certainty of another thing. Our ignorance of many 
points need not suspend our assurance of a few." 

This advice cannot be too closely pondered by Spiritualists. 
The one great fact that they know must not be disturbed by 
the innumerable questions which even a child's skepticism 
can raise, and satisfactory answers to which cannot be readily 
given. Remember that this is a rudimental stage of being, and 
that we have all the future before us in which to think, study 


and work. We have reached the sublime summit from which 
we can surely see that man survives the corporeal dissolution. 
Let that immense and ever- fertile truth enter into our convic- 
tions, and possess them thoroughly, and help to shape our 
every act, thought and affection, and we may well be content 
to postpone all minor problems. 


CHAPTER X. 

The late Robert Chambers, the well-known Scottish pub- 
lisher and author, was a thoughtful investigator of the spirit¬ 
ual phenomena. During his last visit to America, I introduced 
him to the seances for physical manifestations, given by Miss 
Jenny Lord,* and he was thoroughly satisfied as to their re¬ 
markable and genuine character. 

In his introduction to the autobiography of Mr, D. D. 

* Now Mrs. J. L. Webb, and resident in Chicago. She gives 
remarkable tests of spirit power and identity. I have myself 
received some through her quite recently. Mr. S. S. Jones, of 
the Religio- Philosophical Journal, relätes the following: 'On 
the evening of June 13th, 1874, we with others attended one of 
Mrs. Webb's seances. Through her mediumship a spirit will 
materialize a hand, and write by it visibly. During the 
seance a spirit by our side wrote a communication on paper, 
folded it up and placed it in our hand. Immediately, another 
spirit controlling Mrs. Webb's organs of speech, addressed us 
by name, saying,' There is a spirit standing behind you; he 
looks as if he was seventy or eighty years old when 
he died. He was a large man and a mesmerizer. He it was who 
wrote and placed the communication in your hand just now. ' 
We held it until the gas was lighted, and then, to our joy, found 
it was from our old and esteemed friend, Dr. Underhill" (with 
whom Mr. Jones had had some slight differences of opinion, 
resulting in one or two unkind letters and a coldness, about a 
year before the doctor's decease). " It read as follows; 

'Good evening, Mr. Jones. You will pardon a few errors in the 
past. You remember. Success to you. Samuel Underhill.” The 
communication was given under absolute test conditions, such 
as would admit of no fraud or collusion on the part of any 
person present, and not only that, but no one present knew of 
any letters of unpleasantness having been received from Dr. U. 
by us. " 

Home, the well-known medium, Mr. Chambers has the fol¬ 


lowing pregnant and suggestive remarks : “The idea is now 
arising that the cause of the undiminished darkness overhang- 
ing all that relätes to a State of existence after this life, may 
be, that the right track has never yet been entered on; that the 
facts really affording in this direction materials for induction 
have hitherto been disregarded ; that they nevertheless abound; 
and that a higher enlightenment will cause attention to be 
turned to them and reveal their profound significance." 

How true is all this ! In ancient times, before the positive 
and inductive Sciences, which the nineteenth century has de- 
veloped, had opened new realms of thought and discovery, 
men hardly discriminated between the ordinary phenomena 
of Nature and those which indicate a direct spirit origin. 

Both classes of phenomena being equally mysterious to the 
ignorant, a misleading superstition, fatal to all scientific pro- 
gress, drew men away from the rational exploration and 
study of occurrences indicating spirit power and prevision. 

We must except such great thinkers as Plato, Aristotle, Cice- 
ro and Plutarch ; but the general scientific culture was not 
sufficient to make their explanations level to the populär un¬ 
derstanding. 

In mediaeval times, when witchcraft was rampant, men 
were no better off. A narrow but imperious theology, and a 
state-craft, bound in priestly fetters, made it dangerous for a 
man to prosecute researches into the "ill-famed land of the 
marvelous." 

If even in our own day so enlightened a man as Professor 
Tyndall* is yet so besotted with prejudice as to attempt to wam 
off investigators by denouncing Spiritualism as " degrading" 

(as if the knowledge of any fact of God's universe were de¬ 
grading!), how can we wonder at the persecution which 
checked all rational inquiry into spiritual phenomena two 
centuries ago ! 

* " The overbearing minister of Nature," says the late Prof. 
DeMorgan. "who snaps you with unphilosophical ! ' 
'unscientific ! degrading ! "as the clergyman once frightened 
you with Infidel, is still a recognized member of society, wants 
taming, and will get it. He wears the priest’s cast-off garb, 
dyed to escape detection.' 

There truly has not been a time in the world's history till 
now when it was wholly safe for a man to investigate the 
facts, really affording, as Robert Chambers remarks, mate- 



rials for induction in relation to a State of existence after this 
life. 

Bear in mind, and learn humility from the fact, ye scien- 
tists of the year 1975, that, even in our day, the four leading 
professors of Harvard University tried to put a stop to all in- 
vestigation into these astounding and now established phe- 
nomena by denouncing " any connection with spiritualistic 
circles, so-called " as corrupting the morals and degrading the 
intellect; as tending "to lessen the truth of man and the 
purity of woman;" that Professor John Tyndall, as late as 
1874, spoke of Spiritualism, (a veritable Science, by the testi - 
mony of such men as Wallace, Fichte, Flammarion, Varley, 
and Hare,) as " degrading and that Professor T. H. Hux- 
ley, as late as 1869, wrote a letter to the Dialectical Society, 
in which he says : " Supposing the phenomena to be genuine, 
they do not interest me." 

If learned professors, in the full blaze of the Science of the 
latter half of the nineteenth century can be so befogged by 
their petty prejudices and preconceptions, as to try to blot out 
the facts of Spiritualism, surely it will be easy for us to find 
charity in our hearts for the clerical and legal authorities who 
advocated the slaughter of witches, but little more than a cen¬ 
tury ago ! 

Before concluding the testimony of our day as to the materi- 
alization phenomena, I must not omit an account of the Eddy 
family. Some ten years ago I satisfied myself by personal 
investigation of the genuineness of their mediumship, and my 
convictions were not impaired by subsequent reports that two 
of them had turned against Spiritualism, and were professing 
to make antagonistic exposures. 

It appears that in some Western town, finding themselves 
utterly destitute of money and of the means of raising it, 
friendless and longing for home, they were tempted by some 
unscrupulous adviser to give exhibitions for the " exposure " 
of the phenomena of Spiritualism. This they did, and they 
got audiences and funds from the foes of Spiritualism, which 
they could not get from the friends. But the poor mediums 
were as helpless as was the ancient heathen medium, Balaam, 
when called upon to curse : "How shall I curse whom God 
hath not cursed, or how shall I defy whom the Lord hath not 
defied ?" 

No one of the marvels wrought by spirits could be exposed 
or explained by any practical exhibition of trick or skill on the 
part of the two Eddys ; and those persons who had hoped to 


see Spiritualism finally shown up and exploded, went home in 
a sådder but wiser mood. 

We must exercise the largest charity for the moral weak- 
ness that led to such an attempt by the mediums. Only he 
who has experienced the suffering of extreme destitution is 
qualified to estimate their temptation. 

In a letter to the N. Y. Sun, dated Chittenden, Vermont, 
the village where the Eddy family reside, Sept. 2, 1874, Col. 
Henry S. Olcott, a well-known journalist of New York, gives 
an account which carries internal evidence of sincerity, com- 
petency, and careful observation of the phenomena. The 
diagram on the following page will give an idea of the room 
where most of the occurrences which he relätes took place. 

The apartment is forty-eight by sixteen feet, with three 
Windows on each side. At the west end is a raised platform 
the width of the room, about two feet high by four broad, 
reached by three steps of about ten inches rise. Between the 
kitchen chimney, which is in the middle, and the right hand 
wall is a small cupboard or closet, lathed and plastered, with 
a very narrow door, six feet and one inch high, opening from 
the platform, and a single window for purposes of ventila¬ 
tion. This closet is the cabinet in which the medium sits. A 
light hand-rail runs from side to side of the room at the edge 
of the platform. 

The Eddy family, originally twelve in number, are now 
reduced by marriage and death to five — three sons and two 
daughters. The great-grandmother on the female side was 
condemned to death in Salem in 1692, for witchcraft. She es- 
caped the gallows, however, by being rescued from the jail 
by her friends. 

Chittenden, where the Eddys reside, is seven miles north 
from Kutland, and they live in a gloomy farm-house a cen¬ 
tury old, shaded by trees whose dense foilage makes the dark 
brown structure appear more sombre and inhospitable. 

" There is nothing about the Eddys or their surroundings," 
says Col. Olcott, " to inspire confidence on first acquaintance. 
The brothers Horatio and William, who are the present medi¬ 
ums, are sensitive, distant, and curt to strangers, look more 
like hard-working, rough farmers than prophets or priests of 
a new dispensation, have dark complexions, black hair and 
eyes, stiff joints, a clumsy carriage, shrink from advances, and 
make new-comers feel ill at ease and unwelcome. The house 
is dark, rough, and uninviting, the appurtenances of the 


rudest, the astounding stories of what the Eddys do excite 
suspicion and invite distrust, and it would not be stränge if a 
majority of persons attending only one seance should leave, 
as did a gentleman who came here with me, persuaded that it 
was a colossal humbug. 

" I thought about as much myself at first, and it was not until 
a second and third opportunity had been afforded me to enter 
the circle room, to inspect the cabinet before and after the 
performances, and I had informed myself from perfectly 
trustworthy sources as to their antecedents, that I became 
willing to put my name to this tale and say that, whatever 
the source of the marvels may be, it is certainly not the chi- 
canery or legerdermain of a pair of expert thaumaturgists. 

It suffices to leave each to form his own doctrine and join with 
Cicero, who in describing the different kinds of magic says : 
“What we have to do with is the facts, since of the cause we 
know little. Neither are we to repudiate these phenomena, 
because we sometimes find them imperfect.' " 

Col. Olcott says : 

“The Eddys can get no servants to live in the house, and 
so have to do all the housework— cooking, washing, and 
everything—themselves, and as they charge nothing for 
seances, and but $8 per week for board, there is small profit 
and much work in taking boarders. They are at feud with some 
of their neighbors, and as a rule not liked either in Rutland or 
Chittenden. I am now satisfied, after a very careful sifting 
of the matter, that this hostility and the ugly stories told about 
them are the result of their repellant manners and the ill 
name that their ghost-room has among a simple-minded, preju- 
diced people, and not to any moral turpitude on the part of 
the mediums. They are in fact under the ban of a public 
opinion that is not prepared or desirous to study the phe¬ 
nomena as either scientific marvels or revelations from an- 
other world. 

“Many points noted in my memorandum book as throwing 
suspicion upon the Eddys I obmit, because upon sifting them 
I found there was an easy explanation, and I cheerfully ad- 
mit that my impressions of the brothers, as to their honesty 
in the matter of the manifestations, as well as their personal 
worth, have steadily improved since the first day. I am satis¬ 
fied, moreover, that they have not the ability to produce them 
if they should try, which they do not, nor the wardrobe nor 
properties requisite to clothe the multitude of forms (estimated 
at over 2,000) that during the twelvemonth last past have 
emerged from the cabinet and stalked the narrow platform. 


" After some singing and dancing, the persons present at 
the seance are invited to seat themselves on the benches, and 
William Eddy hangs a thick shawl over the door of the cabi¬ 
net, which he enters, and sits on the chair G. The lamp is 
turned down until only a dim light remains ; the sitters in 
front join hands, and a violinist, placed at the extreme right 
of the row and nearest the platform, plays on his instrument. 
All is then anxious expectation. Presently the curtain stirs, 
is pushed aside, and a form steps out and faces the audience. 

"Seen in the obscurity, silent and motionless, appearing in 
the character of a visitor from beyond the grave, it is calcu- 
lated to arouse the most intense feelings of awe and terror in 
the minds of the timid ; but happily the idea is so incompre- 
hensible, the supposition so unwarrantable, even absurd, that 
at first most people choose to curiously inspect the thing as a 
masquerading pleasantry on the part of the man they saw a 
moment before enter the cabinet. That the window of his 
closet is twenty feet from the ground ; that no ladder can be 
found about the premises ; that there is no nook nor corner of 
the house where a large wardrobe can be stored without de- 
tection; that the medium totally differs in every material par- 
ticular from the majority of the phantoms evoked ; that the 
family are barely rich enough to provide themselves with the 
necessaries of life, let alone a multitude of costly theatrical 
properties, avails nothing, although everybody can satisfy 
himself upon these points as I did. 

"The first impression is that there is some trickery ; for to 
think otherwise is to do violence to the world's traditions 
from the beginning until now ; besides which the feeling of 
terror is lessened by the apparition being seen by each person 
in company with numerous other mortals like himself, and 
the locked hands and touching shoulders on each side soon 
beget confidence. If the shape is recognized it bows and re- 
tires, sometimes after addressing words in an audible whis- 
per or a natural voice, as the case may be, to its friends, 
sometimes not. 

"After an interval of two or three minutes the curtain is 
again lifted, and another form, quite different in sex, gait, 
costume, complexion, length and arrangement of hair, height 
and breadth of body, and apparent age, comes forth, to be 
followed in turn by others and others, until after an hour or 
so the session is brought to a close, and the medium reappears 
with haggard eyes and apparently much exhausted. 

"In the three seances I have attended I have seen shapes 



of Indian men* and women and white persons, old and 
young, each in a different dress, to the number of thirty- two ; 
and I am told by respectable persons who have been here a 
long while that the number averages about twelve a night. 

The Eddys have sat continuously for nearly a year, and are 

* Quite a number of Indian spirits," says Dr. Gr. E. Ditson, 
'materialize themselves every night at the Eddys: for Mrs. 
Eddy was, it is said, a noble, generous-hearted woman, who 
cherished the most friendly intercourse with these red men 
when in the flesh, and one severe winter kept in her house a 
whole family of them that might otherwise have perished” 

wearied in body and mind by the incessant drain upon their 
vital force, which is said to be inevitable in these phenomena. 
"For want of a better explanation I may as well State that 
they claim that the manifestations are produced by a band of 
spirits, organized with a special director, mistress of ceremo- 
nies, chemist, assistant chemist, and dark and light circle op¬ 
erators." 

Col. Olcott describes these spirits, and of one of them, an 
Indian girl, he says : 

"Honto is about five feet five inches high, a well-made, 
buxom girl, of dark copper complexion, and with long black 
hair. She is very agile and springy in gait, graceful in move- 
ment, and evidently a superior person of her class. At my 
second seance, she in my presence reached up to the bare 
white wall and pulled out a piece of gauzy fabric about four 
yards long, which parted from the plastering with a click, as 
if the end had been glued to it. She hung it over the railing 
to show us its texture, and then threw it into the cabinet. At 
either end of the platform she plucked, as if from the air 
itself, knitted shawls, which she opened and shook, and 
passed behind the curtain. Then descending the steps to the 
floor of the room, she pulled another from under Horatio Ed- 
dy^ chair, where I had seen nothing but the bare floor a 
moment before. Then returning to the platform, she danced 
to the accompaniment of the violin, after which she reentered 
the cabinet and was gone. Let it be noticed that this creature 
had the shoulders, bust and hips of a woman, a woman's hair 
and feminine ways, and that she was at least four inches 
shorter than William Eddy, who measures five feet nine 
inches, and weighs one hundred and seventy-four pounds." 

Col. Olcott here quotes what was certified to by Mrs. Cleve- 


land, an old lady of the neighborhood ; but as there has been 
a misunderstanding about money between her and the Eddys, 
and she has since spöken equivocally in regard to her experi- 
ences, I have ruled out her testimony as of no importance 
either way, though her original declarations were probably 
true, as any one may learn on close inquiry. 

The testimony of Mr. E. V. Pritchard of Albany is of a 
very different weight. For months he pursued his investiga- 
tions at Chittenden. Repeatedly, day after day, the mate- 
rialized figure of his deceased mother, an aged woman, would 
come out, put her arms about his neck, kiss him audibly, and 
lead him to a seat. Mr. Pritchard testifies that he could see 
every wrinkle of her face, the color of her eyes, and all the 
details of her dress, to the very ribbon in her old-fashioned 
cap. Once, as she receded toward the curtain, she began to 
sink to the floor just as "a piece of butter would melt clown 
on a hot plate," and her figure dwarfed till it was not above 
eighteen inches in height. Mr. P. had seen the same thing 
happen once to Honto. 

Since his long-continued experiences Mr. Pritchard has had 
no cause to have any misgiving as to the genuineness of the 
phenomena. To satisfy myself of this, I requested Dr, G. L. 
Ditson of Albany to call on him and learn what he could. 
Under date of Jan. 18th, 1876, Dr. Ditson writes me : 

"Neither Mr. Pritchard nor his sister, Mrs. Packard, has 
had any misgivings in respect to the genuineness of the Wil¬ 
liam Eddy manifestations. Lately Mr. Pritchard has been to 
“Cascade”, Mrs. Andrews's home, and has had his faith con- 
firmed—his faith in the actuality of the materialization of his 
spirit-friends ; for his mother appeared there exactly as she had 
at Chittenden, wearing the same cap and ribbon, and the same 
dress in which she had so often showed herself at the Eddys'. 
Mr. P. staid about a month at Mrs. Andrews's. In the 
circle he was only about five or six feet from his mother's 
apparition, and, as the light was good (much better than at 
Chittenden), he could see her quite distinctly. She bowed to 
him also, and when he was quite satisfied that it was his 
mother, he said, ' Is that you, mother ?' She replied in a loud 
whisper, 'Yes, my son.' Neither Mr. P. nor Mrs. Packard, 
who lived in the Eddy house for months, lay any stress on 
the reports from Mrs. Cleveland. They saw nothing that 
looked like fraud, and their opportunities were unequalled." 

Col. Olcott resumes his narrative : 

"Of the thirty-two spirit forms I have seen, more than 


three-fourths were recognized by persons present as near rela- 
tives. The first evening, my eyes not being accustomed to 
the light, nor my powers of observation trained to watch de¬ 
tails, the spectral shapes came and went in a confusing man- 
ner ; but the second and third seances found me prepared to 
scrutinize the phenomena with deliberation. 

" The reader will please remember that owing to my inhos- 
pitable reception, the suspicions excited by the place and its 
surroundings, and the astounding claims put forth by the 
spiritual press as to the Eddy manifestations, I was on the 
alert to detect fraud and expose it. As each phantom came 
into view I observed its height against the door jamb, its 
probable weight, its movements, apparent age, style of wear¬ 
ing the hair, and beard if a man, the nature and elaborate- 
ness of its costume, and the external marks of sex, as regards 
form— all the while having in mind the square, Dutch build 
and heavy movements of William Eddy. I saw men, women 
and children come one after another before me, and in no one 
instance detected the slightest evidence of trickery. 

"Among the remarkable tests of identity coming under my 
notice was the appearance of a young soldier of about twenty 
years of age, the son of Judge Bacon of St. Johnsbury, Vt. f 
whose death occurred under painful circumstances in the 
army, and whose name or existence even had not been men- 
tioned by his father to any person about the place. The 
spirit was clothed in a dressing-gown, light trousers, and a 
white shirt with turn-down collar. He was instantly recog¬ 
nized. The night that Mr. Pritchard was sitting on the chair 
H, two of his nephews, dressed differently, wearing their 
beards in different ways, differing in height and appearance 
in a marked degree, stepped forth and shook hands with him. 

I sat within five yards of them, and saw them with entire dis- 
tinctness. 

“The gentleman of whom mention has been previously 
made, Mr. E. V. Pritchard,* of Albany, is a retired merchant, 
whose credibility must be well known in that city at least. 

He came to the Eddys in May, expecting to remain only a 
few days, but his experiences have been so satisfactory that 
he is still here. He first saw the spirit of his brother's son, 
who was killed in the army, and afterward his mother, his 
sister's husband, two of her sons and one son-in law, and his 
brother's son. He has seen four or five female spirits carry- 
ing children in their arms, and, setting them on the floor, 
lead them about by the hand. He has seen the children in 
some cases clasp their arms about their mothers' necks. Once 
an Indian woman brought in her papoose, swaddled in the 


Indian fashion, and he heard it cry. An Indian girl brought 
in a robin perched on her finger, which hopped and chirped 
as naturally as life. 

" Mr. P. saw a mother spirit walk to the front of the plat¬ 
form and hold her babe over the railing toward the audience, 
so that they could see it kick its little legs, move its arms and 
hear it crow. Again, on another evening, three little girls, 
apparently four, six and eight years' of age respectively, stood 
side by side in the door of the cabinet, and the eldest calling 
to her mother in the audience, spoke her own name,' Min¬ 
nie.' No William Eddy in this instance, surely. Mr. Pritch¬ 
ard has heard the spectres speak in all voices, from the faint- 
est whisper to a full, natural voice. As regards costumes, he 
has seen the forms clothed in what appeared to be silk, cot- 
ton, merino, and tarletan, soldiers in uniform, one navy cap- 
tain in full uniform, and wearing his side arms, women in 
plain robes and richly embroidered, Indian warriors in a 
great variety of costumes, some barefoot and others shod in 
moccasins. Once a pipe was lighted and handed to Honto, 
who walked about smoking it, and at each whiff her bronze 
face was illuminated so that every lineament was shown. 

She came and smoked in his very face to give him a perfect 
view of her own. 

" Out of the mass of testimony I have noted in my memo¬ 
randum I will only quote in addition what Mr. Bacon says, as 
this, added to what has preceded, should suffice to at least 


*Dr. G-. L. Ditson. of Albany, the well-known writer and 
Spiritualist, says of Mr. Pritchard. in whose company he 
witnessed the phenomena at the Eddys' : “His veracity and 
good judgment no one will question who knows him. "— E. S. 

clear William Eddy from the suspicion of producing the phan¬ 
tom shapes by changes of voice and dress. John Bacon 2d of 
St. Johnsbury, Vt., is an associate Justice of the county court 
of Caledonia county. He came here August 22d, 1874, to see 
the phenomena. The first evening he saw the spirit of his 
father, who died forty-eight years ago. Recognized him by 
his shape. The form was dressed in dark clothes, with a 
standing shirt collar and white shirt. He was bare-headed. 
Standing erect he towered to the height of six feet one inch, 
and called his son by his Christian name, speaking in his fa- 
miliar tones. His breathing was distinctly perceived in the 
act of speaking. Besides him the Judge has seen one sister, 



fifty-three years of age at the time of her decease, and anoth- 
er of only three years ; his wife's father and mother (the lat- 
ter wore a light dress and a white cap ; she is a very short 
woman, not above five feet in height); and finally his own 
son, whose death has elsewhere been alluded to. By actual 
count kept he has seen sixty-six different spirits to date (Sept. 
2d, 1874)." 

According to Col. Olcott he had an interview with Andrew 
Jackson Davis before going to Chittenden, and in reply to 
Col. Olcott's question how he could account for the imparta- 
tion of life to these temporary organisms, so that the heart 
can be felt to beat and the other physical operations be car- 
ried on, Mr. Davis said he had no explanation to offer, and 
left the riddle for the disciples of Comte and Tyndall to solve. 
He said that Varley, the English electrician, wrote to him re- 
cently to ask where was the connecting link between matter 
and spirit. He replied that it was just upon the plane of 
these materializations, where spirit descended toward matter, 
and matter ascended toward spirit, the point of contact would 
be found. There are : 1, solids ; 2, fluids ; 3, atmospheres ; 4, 
ethers ; 5, essences (the imponderable distilled out of the 
whole universe of matter). Matter is at its climax of progress 
there. Then takes place the alliance of spirit, and at this 
sensitive place occur all these apparitions. The spirit lifts 
matter up to this point, and by reducing its temperature and 
motion he evolves the apparition. The reversal of this action 
produces the vanishment of the shape. All forms and poten- 
cies exist in the atmosphere, and by the action of spirit upon 
them all these and any other desired results are attained. 

Mr. Davis is disposed to regard all these materialization phe- 
nomena as " feats of jugglery by expert spirits, numbers of 
whom are deeply versed in chemistry and the other natural 
Sciences” The phenomena, he thinks, are "necessary to 
convince nine-tenths of the world's people, that death does not 
kill a man." He considers Katie King and the Eddy ghosts 
as of no importance as individual identifications ; they are 
simply important as establishing the general doctrine of im- 
mortality. 

But Mr. Davis does not regard himself or any other seer as 
infallible. His opinions must be taken with the qualifications 
he himself suggests. There are many intelligent witnesses 
who wholly dissent from the notion that there are no "indi¬ 
vidual identifications" in these materialization phenomena. 
They see no reason why the proofs of identification are not as 
strong in the case of materialized spirits as in the case of those 
spirits who manifest themselves only to the clairvoyant vision. 


The question of identification is equally difficult in all its 
phases. 

" Vain is it," says Dr. John P. Gray, "to rely on the integ- 
rity and childlike honesty of the seer's outer-life character 
as a protection against illusion on this topic of identification ; 
the world’s history is full to overflowing of the recorded con- 
tradictions of seers." 

There is still a long distance, it would seem, between the 
highest spirits and the Infinite Intelligence ; and it is time 
that we were made to realize this important truth. In ex- 
posing the error of the common notion as to the infallibility 
of men when they have passed out of their earthly surround- 
ings, Spiritualism is doing a service next to that of proving 
immortality. The hiatus caused by passing from the mortal 
to the spiritual State is not so serious as is generally supposed. 

"You complain," says Shorter, "that the spiritual Com¬ 
munications you receive are not to be implicitly trusted. 

Well, perhaps that is the very lesson they are chiefly designed 
to teach you. " No one has done more than Mr. Davis to guard 
us from too hasty a confidence ; and his cautions as to the ma¬ 
terialization phenomena should be carefully heeded. 



